
        Jan uary rea din g ca len dar  2007  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu F ri  Sat  

 1 
 
―F eliz A no N uevo,‖ S pain  
―G ung H ay F at C hoy,‖ 
China 
―S hana T ova, ― Israel 
How do you say it? 

2 
 
―T he reason m ost people 
never reach their goals is 
they don’t define them , or 
ever seriously consider them 
as believable or conceivable.‖ 
Denis Waitley 

3 
 
Today in 1900, James Weldon 
Johnson released the song ―L ift 
E very V oice and Sing.‖  T his 
becam e know n as the ―B lack 
N ational A nthem .‖  C an you 
find it on the internet? 

4 
 
A re you a ―P od P erson‖?  
Know how to make a podcast of 
your favorite poem or story? 
If you don’t – be careful you 
don’t fall into the digital divide. 

5 
 
New Mexico became the 47th 
state on this day in 1912.  Can 
you find it on a map,  and name 
its capital and its four bordering 
neighbors? 

6 
 
Tell your parents your school 
year’s resolutions.  M ake a list 
of  books you plan to read this 
year and post it on the refrigera-
tor. 

7 
 
Elvis Presley, singer, born 1935.  
Play name that tune.  Take  
turns humming tunes.  See how 
quickly you can identify and 
spell song title: ―D on’t B e 
C ruel‖. 

8 
BCS Bowl: Florida vs OSU. 
Richard Nixon, 36th U.S vice-
president and 37th U.S Presi-
dent, born 1913.  Show and Tell 
Day for Adults.  Volunteer to 
share something educational at 
your children’s school. 

9 
 
―T he B ook is the H ook!‖  C hil-
dren respond to good literature.  
Gather around good books.  
There are over 2,000 new chil-
dren’s books published yearly. 

10 
 
Alexander Hamilton, US states-
man killed in a duel by Aaron 
Burr.  Discuss problem solving.  
What should you do if a child 
much smaller than your starts a 
fight? 

11 
 
Jack London, U.S author of 
more than 50 books, born 1876.  
Read aloud the exciting excerpts 
from White Fang or Call of the 
Wild. 

12 
 
Cuckoo Dancing Week, January 
13-19.  to honor the memory of 
Dancing Cuckoos— Laurel and 
Hardy, why not read some laugh 
literature.  Kids love reading 
jokes, riddles and the comics. 

13 
 
National Pizza Week, January 
13-19.  The average is seven 
pizzas per person per year.  
Yikes!  How many pizza ingredi-
ents can you name and spell 
correctly? 

14 
 
Trace the outline of your 
hand on paper.  Write down 
all the good things you plan 
to do this week with that 
hand (e.g. walk the dog.) 

15 
 
Martin Luther King  Jr.  Birth-
day observed.  W rite an ―I W as 
T here‖ story by researching an 
historical event.  Pretend you 
w ere at the fam ous ―M arch on 
W ashington.‖  

16 
 
National Nothing Day:  Anniver-
sary.  An event observed since 
1973 to provide us with one day 
when we can just sit without 
celebrating, observing or honor-
ing anything. 

17 
 
L ot’s of birthday today: B en 
Franklin, 1706, Muhammad Ali, 
1942, Shari Lewis, 1934 and 
James Earl Jones, 1931.  How 
old is each?  Who was/is the 
boxer?  Puppeteer?  Actor?  

18 
 
Silly Hat day.  To celebrate the 
multitude of head coverings that 
people wear around the world, 
wear your favorite  hat today.  
In school, each child could write/
tell about his/her hat. 

19 
 
Robert E. Lee, Confederate gen-
eral, born 1807.  Edgar Allan 
Poe, American author, born 
1809.  People of all ages still 
enjoy reading aloud  P oe’s clas-
sic poem , ―T he R aven‖. 

20 
 
Write your resolutions in 
rhyme : 
I w ill get straight ―A ’s‖  
and mend my rotten ways. 
I will lose some weight 
And not stay up  too late. 

21 
 
Put a poem in your heart by 
memorizing one of your favor-
ites.  Recite it, read it, sing it, 
illustrate it and write it from 
memory. 

22 
 
A nsw er you C at’s Q uestion D ay.  
If your will stop what you are 
doing and take a look at your 
cat, you will observe that the cat 
is looking at you with a serious 
question. 

23 
 
National Pie Day.  To celebrate 
this gastronomical delight, have 
your children read and follow a 
recipe to make their favorite pie.  
How about one for eating and 
one for throwing?  

24 
 
Clash Day.  All employees, in-
cluding teachers, wear their 
most colorful mismatched outfits 
to beat the winter doldrums.  
Those who celebrate this the 
year round are excused!   

25 
 
Gamesters revel in reading.  Get 
together with your pals and have 
a gamethon.  Share , learn and 
play new games today.  Read 
aloud directions. 
 
 

26 
 
Read about your favorite 
team in the sports page.  
Laugh at the comics.  Check 
out the weather.  Get into the 
newspaper habit. 

27 
 
Play sight word football.  Draw 
a football field with yard lines.  
Advance the ball (A piece of 
candy) each time a word is read 
aloud correctly, ball is pushed 
back 10 yards if word is mis-
read. 

28 
 
National Kazoo Day.  Start a 
kazoo and drum corps today.  
Read, sing and play favorites:  
―H om e on the R ange‖, 
―C am ptw on R aces‖, etc. 

29 
 
Kansas became the 34th state on 
this day in 1861.  Read about the 
Santa Fe Trail through Kansas 
and its history at the library. 

30 
The Beatles, fab four, last public 
appearance was on this day in 
1969 on the roof in London., 
England.  Try using popular 
song lyrics to motivate reluctant 
readers. 

31 
 
Zane Grey, American western 
frontier author, born 1875.  
―T here ain’t no law  w est of the 
P ecos!‖  E njoy reading w esterns 
like Hank the Cowdog. 

 Dreams, by Langston Hughes 
 
Hold fast to dreams 
For if dreams die 
Life is a broken-winged bird 
That cannot fly. 
Hold fast to dreams 
For when dreams go 
Life is a barren field 
Frozen with snow. 

 

              By Nile Stanley, Ph.D., University of North Florida   

 


