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Quick Facts 

 PASSPORT VALIDITY: 

Must be valid throughout duration of stay 

 BLANK PASSPORT PAGES: 

One page required for entry stamp 

 TOURIST VISA REQUIRED: 

Not required for stays under 90 days 

 VACCINATIONS: 

None 

 CURRENCY RESTRICTIONS FOR ENTRY: 

None 

 CURRENCY RESTRICTIONS FOR EXIT: 

None 

Destination Description 

Taiwan is a stable democracy with a strong and well-developed economy.  Tourist 

facilities are widely available.  Read the Department of State’s Fact Sheet on Taiwan for 

additional information on U.S.- Taiwan unofficial relations. 

Entry, Exit & Visa Requirements 

U.S. citizens seeking entry as tourists or visitors are required to present a valid 

passport that will remain valid for the period of intended stay.  You must also possess a 

confirmed return or onward air ticket.  As a U.S. passport holder, you will be allowed to 

enter Taiwan without a visa for up to 90 days if your passport is valid for more than 90 

days beyond the date of arrival.  If your passport has fewer than 90 days of validity 

remaining, you will be able to enter Taiwan for a time equal to the expiration date of 

your passport.  No extensions or changes of status are permitted.  Taiwan authorities 

can deny a visitor entry if they do not have the appropriate travel documents for their 

onward destination.  If you plan to stay longer than 90 days, you should  apply for and 

receive a Taiwan visa prior to arrival in Taiwan.  The cost of the visa, including the 

processing fee, is 160.00 USD.  Visit the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative 

Office (TECRO)’s website for the most current visa information: 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/35855.htm
http://www.taiwanembassy.org/US/mp.asp?mp=12
http://www.taiwanembassy.org/US/mp.asp?mp=12


Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) 

4201 Wisconsin Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20016-2137 

Telephone:  (202) 895-1800 (Main Number) 

Facsimile:  (202) 363-0999 (Main Number) 

Telephone:  (202) 895-1814 (Consular Division) 

Facsimile:  (202) 895-0017 (Consular Division) 

For Emergencies:  (202) 669-0180 

TECO (Taipei Economic and Cultural Office) also has offices in Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, 

Guam, Honolulu, Houston, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, San Francisco, 

and Seattle. 

Some HIV/AIDS entry restrictions exist for visitors to and foreign residents of 

Taiwan.  Taiwan generally does not ask short-term visitors about their HIV 

status.  Those applying for resident visas – usually those who plan to work or join 

family – must obtain a health certificate that will indicate if the applicant is HIV 

positive.  If the resident visa applicant is HIV positive, Taiwan authorities will likely 

deny the resident visa.  Similarly, Taiwan authorities are likely to require people who 

test positive for HIV to leave Taiwan at their own expense, even though Taiwan law 

does not require authorities to deport people who are HIV positive.  Please verify this 

information with TECRO before you travel.  

Information about dual nationality or the prevention of international child abduction can 

be found on our website.  For further information about customs regulations, please 

read our Customs Information page. 
 

Safety and Security 

Taiwan is a modern democracy with vibrant public participation.  Political 

demonstrations are common, especially around election time.  Since Taiwan 

democratized in the early 1990s, there have been few cases of political violence.  But 

even demonstrations intended to be peaceful can turn confrontational.  You should 

avoid protests if possible and exercise caution in the vicinity of any political 

demonstrations.  The American Citizens Services Unit of the American Institute in 

Taiwan (AIT) will post notices regarding demonstrations in Taiwan on the AIT website 

whenever it receives reliable information about them.  In most cases, AIT will not send 

out an Emergency or Security Message when it has information on a planned 

demonstration.  

To stay connected: 

http://www.taiwanembassy.org/US/mp.asp?mp=12
http://www.taiwanembassy.org/US/mp.asp?mp=12
http://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal-considerations/us-citizenship-laws-policies/citizenship-and-dual-nationality/dual-nationality.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/childabduction/en.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/customs.html


 Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program so we can keep you up to date with 
important safety and security announcements. 

 Follow the Bureau of Consular Affairs on Twitter andFacebook. 
 Bookmark the Bureau of Consular Affairs website, which contains the current Travel 

Warnings and Travel Alerts as well as the Worldwide Caution. 

 Follow the American Institute in Taiwan on Twitter and visitAIT’s website 
 In the event of an emergency, contact us at 1-888-407-4747 toll-free within the United 

States and Canada, or via a regular toll line, 1-202-501-4444, from other countries. 

 Take some time before traveling to consider your personal security and checking for 
useful tips for traveling safely abroad. 

CRIME: Although the overall violent-crime rate in Taiwan is low, you should avoid high 

crime areas, namely areas where massage parlors, barbershops, and nightclubs operate 

as covers for prostitution, and are often run by criminals.  These illicit establishments 

generally do not advertise, and casual passersby cannot view their interiors.  Several 

U.S. citizens have been assaulted in these establishments and in the areas near bar and 

nightclub districts.  In contrast to these illegal operations, ordinary barbershops and 

other legitimate businesses prominently advertise their services, and you can see the 

interiors through storefront windows.  Taiwan’s public buses and subway are generally 

considered safe, but passengers—particularly women--in taxis should exercise caution 

when traveling alone late at night.  In several parts of Taiwan, incidents of purse 

snatching by thieves on motorcycles have been reported.  You should keep a photocopy 

of your passport, other identification, and credit cards in a safe place. 

Don't buy counterfeit and pirated goods, even if they are widely available. Not only are 

the bootlegs illegal in the United States, but you may also be breaking local law. 

VICTIMS OF CRIME: If you or someone you know becomes the victim of a crime 

abroad, you should contact the local police and the nearest U.S. consular official.  We 

can: 
 Replace a stolen passport. 
 Help you find appropriate medical care if you are the victim of violent crimes such as 

assault or rape. 
 Put you in contact with the appropriate police authorities, and, if you want us to, 

contact family members or friends. 

 Help you understand the local criminal justice process and direct you to local attorneys, 
although it is important to remember that local authorities are responsible for 
investigating and prosecuting the crime.   

The National Immigration Agency has foreign affairs sections that are usually staffed by 

English-speaking officers:  Taipei:  (02) 2389-9983; Kaohsiung:  (07) 282-1400; 

Tainan:  (06) 293-7641; Taichung:  (04) 2254-9981; Taitung:  (089) 3610631; 

Pingtung:  (08) 766-1885. 

Ambulance and Fire Emergency Telephone:  119 (24-hour service) 

Police Emergency Telephone:  110 

Domestic Violence or Sexual Assault Emergency Telephone:  113 (Taipei Center for the 

https://step.state.gov/step/
http://twitter.com/travelgov
http://facebook.com/travelgov
http://travel.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/worldwide-caution.html
http://acs.ait.org.tw/#.UwvBG0vfM5c.twitter
http://acs.ait.org.tw/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/checklist.html


Prevention of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault) 

A 24-hour telephone number for general information:  0800-024-111.  English speaking 

operators are available on all lines.  If calling from outside Taiwan, dial 886-800-024-

111. 

Please see our information for victims of crime, including possible victim compensation 

programs in the United States. 

 

Local Laws & Special Circumstances 

CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While you are traveling in Taiwan, you are subject to 

Taiwan’s laws.  Foreign laws and legal systems can be vastly different from our 

own.  Penalties for possession of, use of, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Taiwan are 

severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Taiwan 

law also provides for the death penalty for certain violent crimes and drug offenses.  If 

you break local laws in Taiwan, your U.S. passport won’t help you avoid arrest or 

prosecution. 

There are also some things that might be legal in the country you visit, but still illegal in 

the United States. You can be prosecuted in the United States for engaging in sexual 

conduct with children or for using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign 

country regardless of the legality of these activities under that country’s 

laws.  Counterfeit and pirated goods are illegal in the United States and if you purchase 

them in a foreign country, you may be breaking local law as well.  

Arrest notifications in host country: While some countries will automatically notify the 

nearest U.S. embassy or consulate if a U.S. citizen is detained or arrested in that 

country, others may not.  To ensure that the United States is aware of your 

circumstances, request that the police and prison officials notify the American Institute 

in Taipei or the American Institute in Kaohsiung as soon as you are arrested or detained 

in Taiwan. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: Special problems with dual nationality, especially relating 

to military service:  Taiwan law provides for compulsory military service.  If you are 

male between the ages of 18 and 36 and were born in Taiwan or have ever held a 

Taiwan passport, you should be aware that you may be subject to compulsory military 

service in Taiwan, even if you are a U.S. citizen and have entered Taiwan on your U.S. 

passport.  If you are concerned this may affect your travel to Taiwan, please contact 

the nearest TECO office in the United States before visiting Taiwan to determine 

whether you are subject to the military service requirement. 

Customs’ Regulations: Taiwan customs authorities may enforce strict regulations 

concerning temporary import or export of items such as:  firearms, antiquities, 

medications, currency, ivory, etc.  You should contact the Taipei Economic and Cultural 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/emergencies/victims.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/emergencies/arrest/criminalpenalties.html


Office (TECRO) in Washington or one of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) 

offices in the United States for specific information regarding customs 

requirements.  Please see our information on customs regulations. 

Disaster Preparedness: Taiwan is subject to strong earthquakes that can occur 

anywhere on the island.  Taiwan is also hit by typhoons, usually from July to 

October.  If you are planning a trip to Taiwan, you can obtain general information about 

natural disaster preparedness on the Internet from the U.S. Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) website.  Additional information about currently active 

typhoons can be obtained on the University of Hawaii tropical storm page. The Central 

Weather Bureau of Taiwan's website also provides information about typhoons and 

earthquakes.  In the event of an emergency or an approaching typhoon, you should 

tune to FM 100.7 for English-language updates for the Taipei and Kaohsiung areas.  

See also the U.S. Centers for Disease Control website. 

Health Screening Process: Because of the need for early detection and prevention of 

communicable diseases, Taiwan requires all arriving passengers to have their body 

temperatures scanned with an infrared thermal apparatus.  Only passengers showing 

symptoms of communicable diseases are required to fill out the Communicable Disease 

Survey Form.  Depending on the severity of your symptoms and your travel history, if 

you exhibit symptoms, you may be required to give an onsite specimen and/or follow 

up with local health authorities. 

Judicial Assistance: Authorities on Taiwan provide judicial assistance in response to 

letters rogatory from foreign courts in accordance with Taiwan's "Law Governing 

Extension of Assistance to Foreign Courts."  For further information regarding judicial 

assistance in Taiwan, please go to AIT's website. 

We are not aware of any special currency or customs circumstances for this country. 

WOMEN TRAVELER INFORMATION: If you are a woman traveling abroad, please 

review our travel tips for Women Travelers. 

LGBT RIGHTS: There are no legal restrictions on same-sex sexual relations or the 

organization of LGBT events in Taiwan.  Same-sex marriage is not legally recognized in 

Taiwan, however. According to activists for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

(LGBT) rights, violence against LGBT persons with HIV/AIDS has been a problem, but 

instances of police pressure on LGBT-friendly bars and bookstores has continued to 

decrease during the year. The police response to violence against LGBT persons with 

HIV/AIDS has adequate.  For more detailed information about LGBT rights in Taiwan, 

you may review the State Department’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 

2013.  For further information on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) 

travel, please read our LGBT Travel Information page.  

ACCESSIBILITY: Taiwan law prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities, 

and it sets minimum fines for violations.  By law, new public buildings, facilities, and 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/customs.html
http://fema.gov/
http://fema.gov/
http://www.solar.ifa.hawaii.edu/
http://www.cwb.gov.tw/eng/index.htm
http://www.cwb.gov.tw/eng/index.htm
http://emergency.cdc.gov/
http://acs.ait.org.tw/lawyers.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/Women.html
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/lgbt.html


transportation equipment must be accessible to persons with disabilities, and this 

requirement is generally being met.  For further information seePersons with Disabilities 

in the Human Rights Report for Taiwan (2013) 
 

Health 

Health facilities in Taiwan are adequate for routine and emergency medical 

treatment.  Physicians are well trained and many have studied in the United States and 

speak English.  State-of-the-art medical equipment is available at many clinics and 

hospitals.  Hospitals’ nursing services provide medication dispensing and wound care 

but generally not the daily patient maintenance functions found in U.S. 

hospitals.  Taiwan regulations require ambulances to have emergency equipment and 

supplies and to be staffed by trained medical personnel (dial 119). For information on 

specific clinics and hospitals, please refer to AIT's website.   

Dengue Fever: In 2014, Taiwan, particularly the Kaohsiung Municipality, has seen a 

significant increase in cases of dengue fever, a virus common in subtropical regions that 

is spread through mosquito bites.  There is currently no vaccine or medicine to prevent 

dengue.  For additional information on this outbreak, see Taiwan’s CDC. For information 

on how to reduce the risk of contracting dengue, please visit the CDC website. 

You can find detailed information on vaccinations and other health precautions on 

the CDC website.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad, 

consult the World Health Organization (WHO) website, which contains additional health 

information for travelers, including detailed country-specific health information.   
 

Travel & Transportation 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS: While in Taiwan, you may encounter 

road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The 

information below concerning Taiwan is provided for general reference and may not be 

totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

Roads in Taiwan's major cities are generally congested, and the many scooters and 

motorcycles that weave in and out of traffic make driving conditions worse.  You should 

exercise caution when crossing streets because many drivers do not respect the 

pedestrian's right of way.  Be especially cautious when driving on mountain roads, 

which are typically narrow, winding, and poorly banked, and which may be impassable 

after heavy rains. 

Taiwan law requires that passengers in all vehicles, including taxis, wear 

seatbelts.  Additionally, a passenger exiting a vehicle is legally required to ensure that 

no motor scooter, bicycle, or other vehicle is approaching from behind before opening 

http://www.ait.org.tw/en/2013-human-rights-report-taiwan-part.html
http://www.ait.org.tw/en/2013-human-rights-report-taiwan-part.html
http://acs.ait.org.tw/medical-info.html
http://www.cdc.gov.tw/en/info.aspx?treeid=BC2D4E89B154059B&nowtreeid=EE0A2987CFBA3222&tid=608F5B4607316824
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/diseases/dengue
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/taiwan
http://www.who.int/topics/infectious_diseases/en/
http://www.who.int/countries/en/


the door.  The passenger is fully liable for any injuries or property damage resulting 

from the passenger's failure to do so. 

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information.  Also, we suggest that you 

visit the website of the Taiwan Tourism Bureau. 

For specific information concerning Taiwan's driver's permits, vehicle inspection road 

tax, and mandatory insurance, contact the nearest TECO office. 

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT: The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 

assessed Taiwan's Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA) as being in compliance with 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) aviation safety standards for oversight 

of Taiwan's air carrier operations.  Further information may be found on the FAA’s 

Safety Assessment Page. 
 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/taiwan.html 

 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/safety/road.html
http://eng.taiwan.net.tw/
http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/iasa/
http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/iasa/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/taiwan.html

