
 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020! The Peace Corps is so proud of you and your 
accomplishments and thankful for students like you who have made or will make immense 
contributions to communities overseas through service as Peace Corps Volunteers. 

Graduating college is an achievement that calls for celebration, and especially in 2020!  
Throughout your journey you have encountered countless highs and lows, navigating 
challenging classes and managing life outside the classroom. Most of you knew only in-person 
classes, then suddenly found yourselves immersed in an unfamiliar virtual learning environment 
in your senior year. No matter what, you stood up and adapted to the new reality. These 
experiences have shaped you, built resilience and adaptability in you, prepared you for great 
accomplishments... and make you a prime candidate for the Peace Corps.  

President John F. Kennedy created the Peace Corps in 1961. Since that time, more than 240,000 
Americans have answered the call to Peace Corps service by working in diverse fields from 
leading health campaigns to boosting local entrepreneurship to teaching digital literacy. In 
2019, these Peace Corps Volunteers studied at hundreds of institutions of higher learning from 
across the United States. Volunteers’ alma maters are institutions that emphasize being global 
citizens and service-minded students. We are so grateful for the contributions to the Peace 
Corps from all college and university communities who instill a sense of greater purpose in their 
students and inspire them to serve overseas. No matter where they have served, Peace Corps 
Volunteers were ready to partner with communities to make a difference and build 
relationships with host communities that become life-changing and everlasting. 

As the new world reality unfolds, we continue to plan for a return to service in a changed world, 
with the same commitment, the same determination, the same resilience the Peace Corps has 
shown over the past 59 years, and we look forward to our Volunteers serving in the global 
community for years to come.   

As you look forward to exploring the next chapter in your life, know that the Peace Corps is 

here to support you in leveraging the knowledge and personal skills you have gained to change 

lives around the world. In the words of the first Peace Corps Director, Sargent Shriver, “The 

Peace Corps represents some, if not all, of the best virtues in this society. It stands for 

everything that America has ever stood for. It stands for everything we believe in and hope to 

achieve in the world.” 



The times ahead are uniquely challenging for our nation and our world. We hope you will 

consider Peace Corps service as you do your part to meet that challenge head on. Please 

contact campus recruiter Christopher Lins at clins@peacecorps.gov to find out more. The Peace 

Corps wishes you the very best in your path ahead. Congratulations Class of 2020!  

Sincerely, 

 

Jody K. Olsen 
Director  
 

 

Follow me directly on Twitter at @PeaceCorpsDir:  

 
 
 

mailto:clins@peacecorps.gov
https://youtu.be/FbTX6mkzHFE
https://www.facebook.com/peacecorps
https://twitter.com/peacecorps
https://www.instagram.com/peacecorps/
http://peacecorps.tumblr.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/peacecorps
https://twitter.com/PeaceCorpsDir
https://www.peacecorps.gov/refer/by/staff

