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Question 1: What are some reasons and remedies for the 
lack of civility in local politics? What can we do to demand 
better from our elected officials?  
 
Bring civility back to politics in 2018 (Excerpt) 
Carolyn J. Lukensmeyer, Ph.D., is executive director of the National Institute for Civil 
Discourse 
 
Our system of American democracy depends on the ability of our leaders in 
Washington to find compromise. We need to let people running for office know that 
we expect them to act like leaders and work together, and we need to call them out 
when they do not. This means sharing their ideas and challenging their opponents 
based on the facts and figures, instead of engaging in grade school playground bad 
behavior that we watched dominate the 2016 election. 
 
We can also do more to be kind to those within in our own community, even when 
we may disagree politically. There is more we can do each day to remind each other 
that the values and qualities that unite us as Americans are stronger than those that 
may divide us as Democrats and Republicans. In 2018, let’s all try to find ways to 
connect with people whom we normally disagree. We can do this through community 
service, faith, or family traditions. 
 
Let’s make a New Year’s resolution, as a country, to work together to revive civility 
in our political system. Let’s agree that we will let our political leaders know we expect 
them to live up to our expectations of civility and respect for our country, their 
constituents and our institutions, and we will hold them accountable when they do 
not. We can and must begin anew for the sake of our democracy. 
 

View the full article at: http://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/369579-bring-civility-
back-to-politics-in-2018  
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Question 2: What might our local higher education 
institutions do to create a more socially and politically 
inclusive Jacksonville?  

 
What Should Universities Do for Their Cities? (Summary) 
Multiple university presidents and scholars  
 
• Fix Urban America: Universities, through their work in scholarship and research, 

can help create a better-prepared workforce, increase employment, stimulate 
local redevelopment, draw investments and new businesses to urban 
neighborhoods, and raise academic performance in the population at large. 

 
• Improve the Community’s Quality of Life: Universities are place-based 

institutions deeply affected by their local environment and surroundings, thus the 
futures of universities and their cities are intertwined and they play a leading role 
in developing and transmitting new discoveries and educating society’s leaders.  

 
• Resource local engagement efforts and make it a strategic priority: 

Universities have a special obligation to invest intellectual, financial, and social 
capital in their city neighborhoods, working with local governments and other 
organizations as active partners in mutually beneficial endeavors. A university’s 
educational and cultural contributions also transform individual lives and cultural 
vibrancy through lectures, exhibits, and performing arts events. 

 
• Prepare cities for the future: Cities are faced with growing challenges and 

shrinking budgets, and universities are in a position to help–right now. City 
personnel need ideas on retrofitting cities for more sustainability but often lack 
the time, manpower, or resources to access the latest knowledge and thinking. At 
the same time, students and faculty at universities across the country are studying 
and creating valuable new ideas every day.  

 
• Build Civic Infrastructure: All institutions of higher education–public or private–

share a public mission to spur innovation and create opportunity. In today’s wired 
world, thousands are not connected and falling behind in education, income, 
health, nutrition, and employment. To achieve their potential as anchors in 
communities, universities must get to work on place-based strategies engaging 
many disciplines and diverse partners.  

 
View the full article: http://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2012/01/11/what-should-
universities-do-for-their-cities/ideas/up-for-discussion/  
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