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Title Author(s) URL or Location Found 
LIFESPAN 
DEVELOPMENT: 
A Psychological 
Perspective 

Martha 
Lally and 
Suzanne 
Valentine-
French 

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/lifespan-
development-a-psychological-perspective 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
NARRATIVE PROMPT 
Provide a brief summary (less than 2 typed pages) of your course transformation as a 
participant in the OER Initiative.  Address the following topics in your response: 

• Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 
integrating OER materials. 

• Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 
your students. 



• Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 
 
 
Wolff OER Narrative: 

The main challenge encountered was the time involved in the search for a new 

text. There was a long list of options for Psychology and even Developmental Psychology 

more particularly. I was worried at first because most of the resources and links for 

Developmental Psychology took me to a chapter from an Intro to Psychology textbook. 

However, I found a book that, in my opinion, covers the main topics correctly. I am sure 

to tell my students on the first day of class that this textbook isn’t as “polished” as the 

usual edited and published textbook.  Also, the chapters tend to be shorter, “bare 

bones” as I tell my students, as there isn’t as much detail given on the background 

research for each topic. However, if anything, this impacts my teaching by making 

coming to class more incentivized because now I more often cover things in class that 

aren’t in the textbook.  It also makes the amount of reading more manageable and 

hopefully more likely to get done.  

Another challenge - and impact on students - was creating all my own reading 

quizzes on Canvas since I can’t rely on the publisher-created online content.  Although 

this takes time on the front end, I spend less time dealing with students having 

problems registering for access to the software.   

Finally, an impact on teaching and an accomplishment was that the textbook as a 

pdf is editable. I could take out content I didn’t want to use or reorganize the content in 

a way that suits my class and my teaching preferences. Again, this was a lot of work at 

the beginning, but now makes things a bit easier for me. 



A major lesson learned was that this was easier than I expected.  I thought I 

would need to find a lot more supplementary articles or videos, which would take a lot 

of time for this class especially because this is really a class of breadth in terms of topics 

covered. Because I was able to find good enough full textbook, I felt I could cover the 

any missing topics in lecture (and there weren’t even that many topics that I feel I need 

to add).  

Anecdotally, the price of textbooks is a common complaint from students.  I had 

a few students each semester who would try to get by in the class without purchasing 

the book. Also, it seems that most semesters there are issues with the supply of books 

at the bookstore. Another class I taught last semester had an expensive textbook that I 

feel I need to keep because I make heavy use of the online content available. There 

were complaints. I also had a handful of students who never successfully integrated 

their online work with Canvas which caused more work on my part. So ultimately, for 

Lifespan Development, using OER will reduce the number of administrative, 

technological, and financial issues for my students and for me.   
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