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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student:   

Due to the differences in thematic content for ENC3250, various textbooks have been 
used in the past. However, for this specific section (“Professional Communications in 
the Social Sciences”) students would have been paying roughly $115.00 for the 
primary textbook: Kristine Hansen’s A Rhetoric for the Social Sciences: A Guide to 
Academic and Professional Communications. Other textbooks likely would have been 
assigned to focus on rhetorical awareness in general, such as Jay Heinrichs’s Thank 
You for Arguing (roughly $20.00).  
 
 
Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

(See above, as these courses typically only require textbooks as course materials)  
 
 
 
New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $0 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

Because ENC 3250 is typically taken by UNF students looking to satisfy their third and 
final “Gordon writing requirement,” it is likely the last time in college that students 
will explicitly focus on their writing skills. While this point has been well known to me 
in past semesters having taught this course, it was intensely hammered home as I 
began working with the O.E.R. team on how to teach the same skills without the 



burdensome cost of a textbook. In short, as a writing course meant to help students 
hone their rhetorical skills, I began to see that because the backbone of the course 
was not “about” textbook content; rather, as I began assembling O.E.R. resources I 
saw that this was pedagogically arguably the most efficacious way to achieve the aims 
of the course. Students would be pushed to see the course content out in the world 
and on the web rather than simply as material stuck in a textbook. While significant 
portions of the course required restructuring (e.g. replacing quizzes on readings with 
writing assignments that integrated information from O.E.R. sources) I feel that in 
each case the changes have been beneficial not only for cutting student costs but also 
for achieving the course’s learning outcomes. 
 
 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

Other than the significant reduction in the cost of their education, I believe students 
will benefit most from this O.E.R. approach in that it reframes the classroom itself. 
ENC3250 in specific is a course intent on pushing students to see the practical 
application(s) of writing, particularly the way writing can and will be applied to their 
own career aspirations beyond academia. By replacing the standard “textbook model” 
of a course, students thereby begin the semester already recognizing that they will be 
interacting with course content—e.g. working on skills and acquiring knowledge—in 
ways that are less confined by the traditional setup of an academic course. 
 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

My overwhelming takeaway from this experience has to be the deepened respect I 
have for my colleagues at UNF. The various Library and CIRT faculty that I encountered 
were not only resourceful and amiable but outstandingly knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic. Dan Feinberg and Mitra Asgarinik worked with me tirelessly and 
patiently even as this particular course had to go through a few major overhauls (as it 
needed to be coordinated with Social Science faculty as well). While I certainly 
expected great things from these individuals, I was utterly blown away by the care 
and attention they gave to me and this project.  
 
Teaching can often feel like a very solitary activity (and in many instances there is 
nothing wrong with this). Conducting research, creating syllabi, grading assignments, 
etc. often need to be coordinated by one instructor’s particular vision. However, 
especially for a course such as this one—which turned out to be highly 
interdisciplinary and incorporative of various media—such a solitary approach would 
have been impossible. I am infinitely grateful to Dan and Mitra in specific and the 



O.E.R. Initiative in general for creating a forum for faculty to collaborate and take 
advantage of each other’s capabilities and expertise. The effect, ultimately, benefits 
not just the instructor who gets the privilege of creating a course that would not have 
been do-able on one’s own, but also the student who receives an educational 
experience layered with expertise from across our campus.  
 
Engaging with the UNF community in this manner has truly been a worthwhile and 
eye-opening event in my career. I hope to propose other courses that could benefit 
from this process, and will certainly be encouraging other faculty to consider it for 
their own curricular pursuits.  
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