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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $106 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

• Making Content Comprehensible for English Learners $56 

• 50 Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners $50 

 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $0 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 
integrating OER materials. 
 
The main challenge was finding reading material regarding the GLAD (Guided 
language acquisition design) strategies, which we use to create the main project 
that we complete in class. However, I realized that it would be best to include 
articles that support the use and creation of those strategies to use with English 
language learners so that students understand the purpose behind using those 
strategies.  
 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 
your students. 
 
Some students love it, and others hate it; but by using OER materials, I am able 
to integrate Perusall into the course, which helps me to guide each class session 
and discuss the ideas and concepts that I notice students having trouble 
understanding while reading. I comment on their responses and address any 



misconceptions or misunderstandings within the reading itself. This allows me to 
tailor my courses to their specific needs. I can reinforce the material that they 
understand through specific activities in class instead of summarizing what they 
should have already read. It also holds them accountable for reading before each 
class session. The students are also able to download the readings if they would 
like a hard copy to read, but they are still required to comment on the reading in 
Perusall. I discovered Perusall when I took the Teaching Online course, and 
although I’ve created more work for myself because I feel the responsibility to 
engage and interact with all of the students, I love it! 
 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

I’ve definitely learned to be very selective and intentional in the articles that I 
choose for the course. Choosing a textbook that aligns with the instructional 
goals and course outcomes can be challenging. Some textbooks are too dense 
and contain too much information while others cover topics on a very superficial 
level. I feel like I was able to find the perfect balance by being able to choose 
readings that align with my instructional goals. The OER initiative team were 
extremely accessible, cooperative, and invaluable. Whenever I needed them, 
they were there. They were willing to be as hands on or as hands off as you 
needed, but they were always there to guide you through the process. The word 
team does not describe Rozy and Dan because they more akin to drivers and 
mentors of the entire process. They are doing such incredible work!  
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