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NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

My OER course was Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience.  Having such a 
specialized course made finding an open education resource difficult.  The course is 
an introduction to neuroscience and thus, required a broad textbook rather than 
specific readings.  There was only one general textbook that was available.  This was 
a textbook the library had access to via an agreement (purchase?) with Springer 
Publishing.  The UNF library had access to several books including Neuroscience – 
From Molecules to Behavior.  Since this was the only book available, it was the book 
I used.  Unfortunately, the textbook and the lecture were set up differently.  The 
textbook took an evolutionary approach and discussed differences between 
different organisms while the lecture was an overview of human neuroscience.  The 



lecture use non-human examples but the approach was VERY different from the 
textbook.  To supplement the textbook when it did not include topic in lecture, an 
anatomy & physiology OER textbook was used. 
 Unfortunately, students had a difficult time with the two different approaches.  
The only comments I received about the OER textbook were negative.  Students who 
obtained the previously used textbook were happy with the book but those who 
relied on the OER book were not happy.   
 I think the overall problem is that Neuroscience is a specialized topic.  OER are 
still relatively new.  Most OER are for general subjects – Biology, Chemistry - and are 
good for introductory courses.  More specialized courses just don’t have the options 
or quality that the broader topics have.   

 

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

OERs will be a huge benefit to students.  Having low cost textbooks will make it 
easier for students to have the textbook as a resource.  While I present the material 
in lecture in a way that makes sense to me, not everyone follows my thinking and 
the concepts being taught are not easy.  Having a good textbook gives students a 
second presentation of the information; it gives them a place to slowly dissect the 
ideas and make sense of the material.  Between lecture and a good textbook, 
students should be able to understand the concepts.  Some students used the 
previous textbook as a resource.  They found the old textbook helpful.  Student had 
the OER textbook as a resource but I don’t think many used it.  Since the OER 
textbook was difficult for students to relate to (because of the different approach 
from that taken in lecture), students who did use the OER textbook still did not have 
the support they needed.   This lack of a solid textbook lead to more time spent 
review difficult concepts whether in class or during office hours.   
 Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience will be offered in Fall of 2019.  I plan on 
working with Daniel Feinberg to see if there is another OER textbook I can use.  I will 
not be using Neuroscience – From Molecules to Behavior again in the Fall.  Students 
said they would rather pay for a more supportive textbook than use a free, unhelpful 
textbook.   

 

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 



The first OER one finds may not be the best OER for one’s class.  I recognize that 
finding the right OER for my class will take time and effort.  Unfortunately, I also 
learned that there are limited OER for specialized science topics.  While I plan on 
continuing to look for an OER for the course, if I don’t find a book that is more 
aligned with the lecture, I will return to a traditional textbook.   
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