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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $29.95 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Textbook: Daya K. Thussu (2018). International Communication: Continuity and 

Change (3rd Ed.). New York: Bloomsbury. 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $0 

 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

The sheer amount of time that I had to spend was probably the most challenging aspect 

in integrating OERs into my International Communication class. Yet, much to my 

pleasant surprise, I ended up finding more high-caliber, readily-adoptable materials than 

I could handle in my course. Another challenge was how to select and arrange reading 

materials, which are comprised of journal articles, book chapters, policy briefs, 



government and think-tank reports, etc., with a coherent structure and a logical 

progression. In the end, I was able to accomplish this challenge by going through a series 

of changes. Overall, my experience with finding and integrating OERs over the past few 

months was truly rewarding and fulfilling.  

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

The integration of OERs into my International Communication class will be highly 

impactful on many levels. First, it will make my senior-level class more accessible and 

affordable. Second, it will make the course reading assignments more relevant, up-to-

date, and customizable. Especially, the ability to customize course materials will benefit 

my teaching as well student learning considerably. For example, in my planning of the 

fall 2020 semester with OERs, I have devoted a week to examining the impact of the 

COVID-19 Pandemic on international communication. Third, major changes that I have 

made in course reading assignments will lead to changes in my assessment of student 

learning, which I believe will be more holistic, critical thinking-focused, and qualitative.  

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

The most valuable lesson that I learned through this OER experience was that we might 

need to rethink about how we teach. That is, instead of letting a textbook dictate what 

we teach and how to teach it, we need to shift our attention to what essential 

knowledge and skills our students must learn in possibly the most affordable and 



accessible ways. At a more practical level, I would like to recommend that my 

colleagues, especially those from humanistic and social-scientific disciplines, start with 

developing a clear semester plan with detailed ideas about course activities and 

assignments, instead of hastily diving into the vast ocean of OERs. Doing so will help 

save a lot of wasted time later. Lastly, I used bitly.com to shorten extremely lengthy 

URLs, including Permalinks from the UNF library. Thanks to that, my syllabus looks a lot 

neater and less cluttered.  

 

* Thank you for this great opportunity for all the help you have provided, and I look 

forward to expanding and enhancing OERs in every course I teach. 
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