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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student:  $110 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Beebe, S. A. & Mottet, T.P. (2016). Business and Professional Communication: 

Principles and Skills for Leadership.  3rd edition.  Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.    
 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $0 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

One challenge was finding suitable course readings.  Dan Feinberg was very helpful in 
finding potential resources for me to read.  I met with Dan several times to describe 
what I was looking for and to give him feedback on the potential resources that he 
found.  The reading of potential resources took more time than I had anticipated, but I 
am pleased with the end result of chapters and articles.  The accomplishment here was 
finding high-quality materials. 
 
Another challenge I faced was that I wanted students to access the readings without any 
difficulty.  Due to my experience teaching students online, I knew that students would 
be lost if the readings were difficult to find.  During the fall semester of 2018, Jaime 
Chaires customized a course template for me.  I implemented the template in the fall, 
before I implemented the OER.  The template from Jaime alleviated all of my fears 
about students being lost since each week has a clear organizational structure.  Jamie 
also converted all of my readings to PDF’s.  I requested this because when I would try to 



access the resources through the library’s web page, there was not a consistent method 
of finding the material through the links.  I couldn’t figure out how to access some of 
those readings.  With the PDF’s, students do not have to struggle to open the course 
readings.  The accomplishment here is having an organized method for students to read 
materials and after seven weeks of class completed, I have received positive feedback 
from students and no complaints about the organization of the course or accessing the 
readings. 
 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

In terms of my teaching, I can’t think of how the OERs have made an impact.  I was able 
to find resources that cover the necessary course concepts. 
 
In terms of the students, I have had numerous comments expressing how the students 
appreciate (1) not having to buy an expensive textbook and (2) the convenience of 
having the course readings integrated into each week of the course in Canvas.  This has 
also resulted in students feeling good will towards the course and UNF. 
 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

(1)  For me, finding suitable OERs took more time than the time it takes to review 
new textbooks.  Allow plenty of time to find suitable materials. 
 

(2) I would not have been able to implement OERs into my course without the help 
of Jaime and Dan.  Use the help of the library and CIRT experts on our campus. 
 

(3) Though it took a significant amount of time to find and implement OERS, it was 
completely worth it, considering the students’ responses.  Looking out for 
students’ interests and needs makes a big impact on them. 


	UNF OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INITIATIVE
	FINAL REPORT
	COURSE TRANSFORMATION
	NARRATIVE





