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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$129 (new) 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Dunn, D. S. (2013). Research methods for social psychology (2nd ed.). Wiley.  
(hard cover: ISBN : 978-1-118-40605-2; e-book: ISBN : 978-1-118-54605-5) 
 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

The biggest challenge I faced was that I was unable to find an open source textbook that 

was specifically designed for research methods in social psychology at an undergraduate 

level. Another challenge was sorting through all the resources that were available that 

might fit with my course. However, I did find many resources related to 1) social 

psychology and 2) general research methods in psychology. In the end I was able to find 



a social psychology text (Principles of Social Psychology: 

https://open.lib.umn.edu/socialpsychology/) and research methods text (Research 

Methods in Psychology: https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/psychmethods4e/) that fit well 

within the context of my course.  After finding these sources, integration has been 

somewhat challenging in that I needed to figure out which sections of which text would 

best complement the material covered in class and the assignments and activities that 

students complete. Additionally, the redesign has required me to create new quizzes to 

correspond to the readings.  

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

The students were happy to learn that they would not have to purchase any texts for 

this course. Another benefit for me and the students is that the course is not as tied to 

the specifics of the prior text. That is, students now have access to more information, 

and I can assign material that better corresponds to topics and assignments. For 

example, the new open access resources provide more information regarding formal 

APA style writing and complex research methodologies that correspond to the 

independent research projects that students complete.   

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

Although I was initially skeptical about the quality of open access resources, I was 

surprised by the quality of the materials that were available. Additionally, the resources 

that I adopted are open to editing and changes, which allows for customization and 

relatively quick changes in response to new developments.   

https://open.lib.umn.edu/socialpsychology/
https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/psychmethods4e/
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