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NARRATIVE
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and
integrating OER materials.
The biggest challenge was trying to find materials that appropriately facilitated

learning of the material. I altered the course delivery to more of a flipped classroom
format, where the learning took place in more small group activities in class, as opposed
to the traditional text reading. This approach was both challenging and rewarding. Some
students really embraced the approach, and others shared they felt “lost” without a
formalized textbook. Some of the readings for certain topics that Dan helped me find
were very helpful, and for other topics the readings were less relevant.
 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and your
students.
Overall, I am glad that I participated in the OER opportunity, because it made me

evaluate my teaching method and delivery. For instance, last year when I taught this
class, I had students do book chapter presentations. In the absence of the textbook, I had
to think about different ways to facilitate learning. To replace the textbook presentations,
I had students do case-study presentations and in class group discussion. The approach
was well received and produced much more dialogue in class, which led to increased
student engagement and learning.
 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process.
The academic culture and tradition is what drives the notion that a textbook is

necessity. When we free ourselves from that linear thinking--that course instruction must
look a certain way--it is surprising how little the textbook is missed and other forms of
pedagogy can better promote student engagement, learning, and success.


