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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 

 

Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student:  $131.75- 

175.50 depending on if used or new.   

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Bleichmar, Guillermo y Paula Cañón.  Taller de Escritores: Grammar 

and Composition for Advanced Spanish, 2nd edition. 2016. 

 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $ 0.00 

 

NARRATIVE  

Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in 

finding and integrating OER materials. 

- As expected, the main challenge was finding suitable resources 

in Spanish to align with course objectives. Librarian Marielle 

Veve was extremely helpful in providing me some ideas.  

- I didn’t find an open access textbook, so I combined and mixed 

materials from variety of open access repositories based upon 

the learning objectives, which was quite time consuming.  

https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Guillermo-Bleichmar/dp/1617671002/ref=pd_sbs_14_t_0/139-6238195-0399515?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1617671002&pd_rd_r=52cc02c6-4aa9-4a23-8778-3ec523b9b07e&pd_rd_w=XEtgp&pd_rd_wg=2EI57&pf_rd_p=5cfcfe89-300f-47d2-b1ad-a4e27203a02a&pf_rd_r=46GN6DXWG068TTF7248T&psc=1&refRID=46GN6DXWG068TTF7248T
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Guillermo-Bleichmar/dp/1617671002/ref=pd_sbs_14_t_0/139-6238195-0399515?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1617671002&pd_rd_r=52cc02c6-4aa9-4a23-8778-3ec523b9b07e&pd_rd_w=XEtgp&pd_rd_wg=2EI57&pf_rd_p=5cfcfe89-300f-47d2-b1ad-a4e27203a02a&pf_rd_r=46GN6DXWG068TTF7248T&psc=1&refRID=46GN6DXWG068TTF7248T


- It also took time to redesign the course in Canvas and make the 

content as attractive as it can be in a textbook. The help of Mitra 

Asgarinik in CIRT was key to structuring the course in Canvas 

and facilitate the access to the OER to the students.  

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your 

teaching and your students. 

- I have always incorporated OER in my courses to supplement 

existing course materials. I have also used OER materials as 

extra resources that students were not required to use, but could 

if interested  

- Obviously, the first benefit is cutting cost but also the use a 

wider range of multi-media has introduced students to different 

ways of learning, which helped to increase collaboration and 

peer-support among learners. 

- It has led me to reflect more on my courses and to stay up to 

date with digital formats, to look for new ways to engage 

students as I used a wider range of learning and teaching 

methods for the course redesign with the OER.  

- This initiative helped me to facilitate the integration of available 

digital materials to transform this course from face-to-face into a 

hybrid course by next year.  

 



3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

- Although this took much more time than expected, it has been 

extremely beneficial since the research and access to different 

sources led me to consider the sources for other courses. 

- I asked students to complete a detailed survey to get feedback 

so that I can assess the course better.   

- Like always, the help and support of Mitra Asgarinik, Marielle 

Veve, and Dan Feinberg was key and provided more ideas on 

different formats and adoption of different sources for other 

courses.  
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