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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $64 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy: Dainton, M. & 
Zelley, E.D. (2019). Applying communication theory for professional life: A practical 
introduction.  4th edition.  
 
New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $0 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

I began the OER initiative with an idea that it would be fairly easy to find readings for 

my MMC3614 Media Theories and Effects class.  I reviewed multiple OER websites and 

found nothing on the topic. The initial library’s One Search results were also very 

disappointing. I used simple keywords (“media theory,” “communication theory,” and 

“media effects”) only to find that there were no available eBooks written between 2015 

and 2019.  

The breakthrough happened when I started looking for information on individual 

theories. To my surprise, this is when One Search picked up the eBook and electronic 



encyclopedia I am planning to use next semester. The “Understanding Communication 

Theory” eBook is not ideal. It is written in 2016 and does not discuss social media or 

other more recent media advancements. However, this eBook paired with electronic 

Encyclopedia of Media and Communication provide texts on the majority of 

communication theories. The remaining challenge was to add more recent literature on 

the topic. I have already found a relevant journal article as well as other online sources 

outside the library.   

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

All class materials are now free to students. The quality and content of the course 

remained the same.  

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

If you are looking for an eBook for a specific subject, try to use not only the course-

related keywords, but also the keywords for individual topics. You might be 

surprised what you find.   
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