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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: The current version of the 
last textbook that I used in this class is currently for sale on Amazon for $116.44 
(https://www.amazon.com/Psychology-WileyPLUS-Registration-Loose-leaf-
Companion/dp/1119336449/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543413821&sr=8-
1&keywords=real+world+psychology+2nd+edition).  This version is a loose leaf version 
that includes a registration card to WileyPLUS Learning Space (that would not have been 
required for my course). 
New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0 - I used an online textbook that was free to students. 

https://cnx.org/contents/Sr8Ev5Og@9.30:6HoLG-TA@7/Introduction 

I also incorporated several youtube videos into my online version of the Introduction to 
Psychology class.  

 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

The main challenge was finding open educational resources that I wanted to use 
out of the plethora that were available for my subject area. There were so many 
resources available that it was overwhelming at first.  However, after choosing 
this online textbook to use in the creation of my DL section of Introduction to 
Psychology (which I had never taught as a DL course before), I was assigned an 
overload of an in-person section of Intro to Psyc.  I decided to use the online 

https://www.amazon.com/Psychology-WileyPLUS-Registration-Loose-leaf-Companion/dp/1119336449/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543413821&sr=8-1&keywords=real+world+psychology+2nd+edition
https://www.amazon.com/Psychology-WileyPLUS-Registration-Loose-leaf-Companion/dp/1119336449/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543413821&sr=8-1&keywords=real+world+psychology+2nd+edition
https://www.amazon.com/Psychology-WileyPLUS-Registration-Loose-leaf-Companion/dp/1119336449/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543413821&sr=8-1&keywords=real+world+psychology+2nd+edition
https://cnx.org/contents/Sr8Ev5Og@9.30:6HoLG-TA@7/Introduction


textbook in both sections so I was able to update my existing in-person course 
and create my new online course using this resource that is free to students.  

 

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

At the beginning of the fall 2018 semester I had 34 students enrolled in the 
online section and 131 students enrolled in the in-person section. Thus, 165 
students were able to access the free online textbook instead of spending up to 
$100 or more purchasing a version of a different textbook. It has been my 
experience that most Introduction to Psychology textbooks cover almost the 
same information so I was able to easily adjust my course to fit with the new 
textbook.  This likely would not have been the case with an upper level class, so 
starting the process of incorporating OER into my classes at the introductory 
level was beneficial to me. 

 

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

I had a positive experience incorporating the free online textbook into my 
Introduction to Psychology course.  Because the course is an introductory-level 
course, there were a variety of materials from which I could choose.  I can see 
how it could be much more difficult to switch to open educational resources in a 
more specialized upper-level class.   
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