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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$131 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Psychology of Gaming (Psychology of Emotions, Motivations and Actions) 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0.00  

Instructional course materials include scholarly articles available via the UNF library, 

relevant online popular press articles, online proceedings from academic and 

professional/industry conferences, as well as YouTube and other online videos. 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts: 

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and

integrating OER materials.

As a special topics course that spans several subdisciplines of psychology as well as 

several other disciplines, identifying OER resources that represented all of the course 



topics I wished to cover was very difficult. Unlike other courses that I have transformed 

for OER, there was no single OER text available for this course. As such, I had to compile 

course resources from a variety of freely available sources.  

On the other hand, because this is an upper-level special topics course, not being tied to 

a specific textbook allowed me a great deal of flexibility to select topics that I wanted to 

teach and topics that my students identified. Students were included in topic selection 

from the start of the course.  

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

Integration of OER materials provided me flexibility in terms of course content/topics. 

Utilizing scholarly research, popular-press articles, and online video allowed me to 

identify resources as needed (on the fly so to speak). Moreover, selecting resources on 

an as needed per topic basis allowed me to work with students to develop a course that 

strongly incorporated student interests, but which was still comprehensive and 

appropriate for our discipline. I believe this allowed for the development of a unique 

course in a way that adherence to the established topics and content provided in a 

typical textbook would not. While this strategy may not be appropriate for foundational 

and lower-level courses, I found freedom of choice and direction very valuable in this 

upper-level course.  

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 



One lesson that I learned while developing this OER course is to start early. Another 

lesson that I learned was that converting multiple course to OER at once is a challenge (I 

converted three courses at the same time). However, the greatest takeaway from 

developing this course is an appreciation for the flexibility that developing an OER 

course allows, especially for upper-level courses and for designing courses to be unique 

to the interest of the students enrolled each semester.  
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