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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$110.00 - 135.00 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

- Research Methods in Psychology: Evaluating a World of Information ($111.00) 

- Inquizitive online software ($25, optional)  

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0.00 -- Research Methods in Psychology (4th ed) 

https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/psychmethods4e/ 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

Selecting an OER textbook for Research Methods in Psychology was more challenging 

than selecting a text for an Introductory course. There are far fewer freely available 

https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/psychmethods4e/


texts for Research Methods courses and most of the available texts seem to be 

recompiled versions of the same base text.  

The text I selected was Research Methods in Psychology (4th ed), which is freely 

available in PDF and EPUB formats. 

 

Another challenge was that all the freely available texts felt slightly incomplete 

compared to non-OER publisher texts. This may be a result of the free OER texts 

primarily being the work of the same small group of Research Methods instructors who 

developed a text designed to meet their specific interests and needs. However, this left 

me having to identify alternative resources, and in some cases to develop resources, for 

content that I wanted to teach which was not included in the OER texts available. 

 

After identifying an acceptable free text, the further challenge was to identify or 

develop suitable supplemental materials such as videos or freely available web content 

that would work well with the text. This was particularly challenging in terms of locating 

suitable materials for some of the more complex research designs that the OER text that 

I selected (and others I reviewed) did not include or only mentioned briefly. This 

required me to search for alternative materials, and in some cases to develop me own. 

  

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 



Integration of a free OER text does not really change how I teach the course. Research 

methodology is fairly standard and most research methods texts present most of the 

same information, although sometimes in different orders and with different degrees of 

focus. Transforming this course for but it did change how I organized the course. 

Previously, I have organized the content for this course to be consistent with the 

organization of textbook chapters. While I could have done this with the OER textbook 

as well, I took this opportunity to reorganize course topics more to my liking and 

assigned OER text and additional readings/resources to support my organization. While I 

could have done this with any text, working on the OER course inspired me to make the 

course organization more my own.  

Another change that occurred as a result of transforming the course for OER was the 

revision and development of new supplemental teaching/demonstration activities. 

Previously, I’ve used teaching/demonstrations provided by the text publishers or 

developed by me to align with the course text. As I developed the course for OER, I 

decided to revise my activities and develop new activities that covered the same basic 

content, but were independent of any text and which I could use in future courses 

regardless of textbook selections. 

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

The biggest lesson that I learned while developing this OER course is to start early. This 

process took far more time than I’d originally believed. Additionally, attempting to 

convert multiple course to OER at once is a challenge (I converted three courses at the 



same time). While I now have three OER courses, converting them all at one time was 

time consuming. 

For Research Methods specifically, the other lesson I learned is that sometimes, you are 

forced to create the resources you need because they may not be available for you at 

the level that your courses/students need (or at all in some cases). This ties back to 

starting early, because creating resources tends to take more time than locating 

resources that are already available. 
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