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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$89.99 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Psychology: The Science of Who We Are: $89.99 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0.00 -- OpenStax Psychology, https://openstax.org/details/books/psychology 

Supplementary materials include YouTube videos and freely available online readings. 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

The challenge of finding OER materials for an Introductory Psychology course was not 

actually finding material but finding material that was of similar content and quality to 

other published resources. There are several resources available for an Introductory 

Psychology course but comparing and evaluating took time.  

https://openstax.org/details/books/psychology


The text I selected was OpenStax Psychology, which is freely available as a PDF, epub, 

and compliant with both IOS and Android mobile systems. Selecting this text allowed me 

to provide a free text which students could access from any device and in any format 

that they choose. The only downside of the text is that print copies are not freely 

available, although print copies are available online for under $25 for students who 

desire them. 

After identifying an acceptable free text, the further challenge was to identify suitable 

supplemental materials such as videos or freely available web content that would work 

well with the text.  

An additional challenge was transforming this course for OER while also converting the 

course to a fully online course. Previously, I had taught this course only face-to-face. 

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

Integration of a free OER text does not really change how I teach the course. The 

selected text is very similar to a non-OER text from other publishers. One text-related 

change that was possible as the result of using a free text with a PDF option was the 

ability to load the course text into text engagement and annotation software that allows 

students to jointly annotate the text and build conversations around text materials. 

Additionally, I feel that spending time identifying supplemental materials and aligning 

them with both the course text and my lectures to elaborate on chapter/lecture content 

will help me to assist students as they work through more difficult concepts/content.  



 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

The biggest lesson that I learned while developing this OER course is to start early. This 

process took far more time than I’d originally believed. Also, while identification of an 

OER text was critical, this was only the first step for me.   
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