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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

Approximately $55-100 depending on if renting or buying 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Papalia & Feldman’s Experience Human Development, 13th ed. 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

I was able to locate a free textbook on-line, but had to heavily edit it to match the 

design and content of my course. I plan on continuing to tweak the resulting chapters to 

improve the content and update with more current research. This was an enormous 

amount of effort – I don’t think I really considered that I would essentially be editing a 

textbook this semester; however, I found the support through the OER initiative to be 



very helpful. I was also able to apply for and receive a Affordability Counts medallion 

due to this work. 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

Now that the bulk of the work is over, I look forward to improving this reading a bit each 

semester and know the final product will be more manageable for students to read. For 

example, I combine periods of the lifespan that are otherwise split up – instead of 

covering middle and late adulthood separately across two chapters, I just cover 

adulthood in one chapter. This means I could merge many sections that were repetitive 

in the online textbook that I edited. I could also cut out material that I didn’t cover in 

class, or I didn’t feel supported the overall message I wanted the students to gain from 

each section. I believe I cut the total number of pages students would need to read by 

half, when all was said and done. Besides cutting costs, I feel this will help improve the 

chances that my students actually read the text provided.  

I do also worry about the burden I have now placed upon myself, however, in being sure 

that new research is presented and all things are up-to-date. Adding a few new 

articles/current research findings each semester is manageable, but I will need to 

completely overhaul the text as trends and understanding of development change as 

there are cohort shifts; some things that are common now in development quickly 

become outdated. It may be helpful to provide compensation for OER faculty to keep 

this designation up – I will need to overhaul my readings extensively every 4-5 years, by 

my estimate, and without dedicated time, I may end up just going back to a textbook. 



3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

This initiative is likely more manageable and realistic for faculty to do together for these 

lower-level (non-4000-level), survey courses. That is, courses that cannot be taught by a 

collection of articles. There is an enormous amount of material to get through in 

Lifespan Development, and launching into this with Jen Wolff and Anita Fuglestad was 

very helpful, even though I know our final products are different. I also recommend 

faculty finish this initiative in a semester when they do not have any other extreme time 

commitment – such as a semester when there is no new prep or extraordinary 

service/research initiative. This took much more time than I expected. I needed to talk 

my students through the positive outcomes of this experience so they were a bit more 

patient with me as I finalized readings and Reading Checks during the semester. I believe 

because they knew how much this was benefitting them, it shouldn’t impact my ISQs, 

but I’ve asked students to complete a separate feedback survey where I’ll be able to 

assess their reactions better. 
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