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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $205 

 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:   

Labuta, Joseph A. & Matthews, Wendy K. (2018). Basic Conducting Techniques Seventh 
Edition. Routledge: Upper Abingdon, Oxon. ISBN: 978-1-138-65699-4 (hbk), ISBN: 978-1-
138-65698-7 (pbk), ISBN: 978-1-315-62159-3 (ebk). Sixth Edition. ISBN-10: 0136011934, 
ISBN-13: 973-0136011934 Book With Media DVD ISBN-10: 0205732682, ISBN-13: 978-
0205732685, Media DVD only: ISBN-10: 0136011942, ISBN-13: 978- 0136011941. Fifth 
Edition. ISBN 0-13-112101-1 
 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student:  $35 (conducting baton)  

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

I ended up creating a lot of my own excerpts for the students. At first, I thought I 

would be able to use excerpts from IMSLP.org (a free resource of sheet music) 

but I ended up wanting to arrange the excerpts for the specific instruments I had 



in the class.  This took a bit more time but now I can adjust these excerpts for 

each class that I have in the future.  

I found it difficult to integrate some of the videos into my class.  I used one video 

as an introduction and one as part of an assignment.  I think there is not enough 

time in this course to use videos more than as supplementary materials for 

students who have an extra interest or need extra assistance.  

I think that students appreciated not having to purchase a textbook for this 

course and enjoyed using the excerpts that were provided for them.  

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

       Integrating OERs is helping me to tailor my basic conducting class more to the 

student group that I have for that particular semester.  I think integrating OERs forces 

me to think outside of the box for resources for teaching conducting.  I want to add 

more resources such as videos I create on specific gestures and techniques as well as 

listening resources to what I did this semester.  It seems like it has given me freedom 

away from the textbook and at the same time, forces me to continually adjust my 

resources to the students who are in the course for that specific semester.  

Ultimately, the students will benefit from the constant tweaks to the resources.   

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 



My biggest challenge was ensuring that all of the materials were accessible on 

Canvas.  Although I use Canvas a lot and in a variety of ways in my courses 

(Canvas Studio and rubrics), I found that sometimes things wouldn’t be 

published or students weren’t able to access certain materials.  I learned that I 

need to be more thorough on a weekly basis with Canvas.   
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