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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student:  
Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  
 

1. CQ Researcher (2018). Issues in Media (4th ed.). Sage. →$48.00 
2. Havens, T. & Lotz, A.D. (2016). Understanding Media Industries (2nd ed). Oxford 

University Press. → $ 62.95 
In total, it costs about $111. 
 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

$0. All the materials have been developed and organized for MMC5267/MMC4630 
following the UNF’s OER initiative. All the materials are publicly open and available at 
the UNF library database.  
 

NARRATIVE  
 

Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 
integrating OER materials. 

 
It generally takes more time and effort for instructor to prepare all the materials and 
assignments from scratch. Plus, it took more time to keep monitoring the current changes 
and select the topics and materials because of the nature of the course: Current Issues 
and Research in Emerging Media. On the positive side, I have been able to follow all the 
issues and related research and build up the literature and teaching materials. In addition, 
it was rewarding that students loved to learn the current issues in emerging media 
technology. 
 



See the syllabus, the topic reading materials, and the academic article list. 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 
your students. 
 

Since the current news articles were given as required readings, students actively 
participated in the discussion. Students were able to get some theoretical perspectives 
as well because I gave them the relevant academic articles. Although it was challenging 
to balance the current tech news articles and academic articles, it helped giving students 
organizations and current update on emerging media technology.   
 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

Not all the students have come prepared. Since the readings were the news articles, it is 
not easy to check to see whether students read the required articles. Randomly pick on 
student and ask for a couple of questions. A quick popup quiz could help to ensure 
student readiness.    
 
Also, I am grateful we have the free subscription to NYTimes and WSJ digital. That 
helped a lot, especially to keep up with fast changing tech news and their in-depth 
analysis. I also want to thank Jamie and Dan for helping me find the Atlantic and 
Economist articles for the library database  
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