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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

Spring 2021 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

Required Textbook           
Marks, Jonathan. 2018.  
An Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology. 2nd edition 
Oxford University Press. ISBN# 9780190490997 

Retail Price to Students: $44.95 
 

 

Recommended         

Williams, Frank L’Engle. 2010.  
Exploring Biological Anthropology: An Integrated Lab Manual and 
Workbook.  
Oxford University Press. ISBN# 9780195386851 

Retail Price to Students: $76.95 
 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 



$0.00 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

The biggest challenge I faced in converting this course to OER was timing of 
the primary publication I wanted to use, Explorations because I was 
waiting to see all of the chapters which are slated to be fully published in 
Fall 2020 (lab materials are still in preparation/press). 
 
The best thing about these two publications is that these are some of the 
top scholars in our field working on initiatives to bring OER resources to 
anthropology students. I’m also considering submission of some of my own 
teaching materials to the Explorations text which is collecting 
supplemental materials (exercises, activities and labs) to complement the 
text. This is an exciting opportunity I may not have discovered without 
searching for OER materials (because in all honesty, I liked the textbook I 
was using, but students I think prefer the new text on account of the cost 
and the use of engaging images.  
 
2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

This is a required course for students majoring in anthropology, so the cost 
reduction will have a huge impact on students. I also like the idea of having 
them engage with two texts and many different authors (Explorations is a 
compilation; experts from within the field of Biological Anthropology write 
chapters on different topics ranging from human evolution to primatology 
to forensic anthropology). 
 
3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

I first learned about Explorations at the Meetings of the American 
Anthropological Association two years ago, so it has been exciting to see 
the sustained efforts of colleagues and their dedication to making content 
accessible to undergraduates. This reinforces that anthropology is taking 
the OER initiative seriously as a discipline, which reinvigorates my 
enthusiasm for the process. 
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