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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

The previous cost for students was $133.75 for electronic access to the ebook 
and the publisher’s online materials, plus an additional $25 for students who 
wanted to purchase a looseleaf version of the textbook.  
 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

During previous semesters, students were required to purchase an Access Code 
for the textbook (Experience Human Development, 13th Edition, by Papalia & 
Martorell) and associated online materials.  

 

New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: 

The new total cost for instructional materials is $0. 

 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

This semester, I began using a free OER textbook 
(http://dept.clcillinois.edu/psy/LifespanDevelopment.pdf). The largest 
challenge was finding a textbook that covered all the content for the course in 
appropriate depth and detail. I reviewed several OER options and found an 

http://dept.clcillinois.edu/psy/LifespanDevelopment.pdf


acceptable textbook to use. Although it includes most of the topics that I cover in 
the course, many of these topics are not covered in as much depth as the 
previous textbook I used. To accommodate this, I ended up finding and/or 
creating supplemental resources, activities, assignments, videos, etc. This has 
taken a substantial amount of time to develop this semester, and I plan to 
continue to revise and improve these materials 

 
 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and your 

students. 

I think overall the OER materials are more engaging for students compared to 
the textbook and online resources used during previous semesters. One issue I 
experienced during previous semesters is that some students, to avoid paying for 
the Access Code, opted to use a 2-week trial from the publisher for free access to 
the online textbook and publisher websites. These students would complete all 
the online assignments for the entire semester during this 2-week free trial and 
then would never use (or even have access) to the textbook for the rest of the 
semester. This would save the students money, but was not an engaging or 
effective teaching practice.  
 
With the implementation of the OER materials, students save money and have 
access to all resources - texts, videos, activities, and assignments – throughout 
the semester. I also integrated these supplemental resources throughout the 
course to make the course material more meaningful and more engaging for the 
students than the previously-used online quizzes provided by the publisher.  
 
During this past semester, feedback from students on the course textbook, 
readings, and materials was overall positive. I administered a midterm survey for 
the course, and all students appreciated the course materials and found them to 
be useful (72% useful; 28% somewhat useful) for learning the course content. 

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

It takes time to find and create activities and resources when implementing the 
OER materials. However, the use of OERs seems to be effective and engaging, in 
addition to being affordable, for students.  

 


	UNF OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INITIATIVE
	FINAL REPORT
	COURSE TRANSFORMATION
	NARRATIVE



