
Ospreys In Action (OIA) 
Gateway: Immersion 

 
Activity: Ospreys In Action (OIA) is an alternative break program led by students and UNF faculty and staff 
members.  OIA is a co-curricular opportunity for students to embed themselves into a community and intensely 
focus on a particular social issue for the period of a week.  Past trips have gone to: (a) Selma, Alabama; (b) 
Immokalee, Florida; (c) Hammond, Louisiana; (d) Murphy, North Carolina; and, (e) Washington, D.C.  Social 
issues have included: (a) affordable housing; (b) interfaith and homelessness; (c) farmworker justice; (d) 
environmental restoration; and, (e) civil rights.  While on the trip, students participate in service activities 
around the social issue, education and cultural experiences with the community, and reflective discussions. 
 
Alignment: Through participation in OIA experiences, student participants will be able to reflect on how their 
own attitudes and beliefs are different from those of other cultures and communities (CBTL outcome: civic 
engagement).  In addition, participants will be able to ask deeper questions about other cultures and seek out 
answers to these questions (CBTL outcome: intercultural knowledge and competence).  Lastly, students will be 
able to evaluate changes in one’s own learning over time, recognizing complex contextual factors (CBTL 
outcome: integrative learning). 
 
Assignment: Students participate in daily service activities with members of the community and engage in active 
education about the social issue in question.  Throughout the week, the group dialogues regularly about their 
experiences and how they are processing this new information.  Beyond service, the students are immersed in a 
new community and are encouraged to fully partake in their temporary environment.  The experience itself is 
the rich text and tapestry of learning. 
 

     
 
Students take part in pre-service activities to better understand the social issue 
and community they will be engrossed throughout their OIA trip.  These pre-
trip meetings provide students opportunities to get to know one another, plan 
accordingly, and start the process of identifying current assumptions about the social issue.  Then when it is time 
for the trip, students are sacrificing their “break” to engage in an educational opportunity, where they are not 
receiving credit.  OIA opportunities are conducted by those who truly care about the issue they are exploring 
and are looking for a truly immersive experience.  Many of the student participants receive financial assistance 
to be involved in OIA in an effort to make this opportunity as accessible as possible to students.   
 
One of the most important aspects of OIA is that the trips are led by other students.  The student leads apply, 
are selected, and are trained for months prior to the trips.  The student leads run the pre-trip meetings, assist in 
developing the daily schedules, and leading the daily reflections.  These students are provided with a vast 
amount of responsibility.  The student lead role is a leadership opportunity that has a high-level of complexity 
and requires these students to apply knowledge, skills, and abilities they have learned in the classroom, through 
trainings, and other leadership experiences.  The student leads are supported by two faculty/staff members, 
who are primarily in charge of the transportation and financial aspects of the trip. 


