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A Quick Guide to Hurricane Preparedness at
the University of North Florida

This guide provides essential steps for UNF students, faculty, and staff.

Departments should maintain continuity plans through the UNF COOP (Continuity of Operations Plan).

EMERGENCY KIT

You should maintain an emergency kit from June 1 - November 30.

Your personal kit should include:
e Important documents (driver’s license, passport, insurance policies)
e Cash
e Prescription medications .

e Flashlight with extra batteries
—

e Portable charger Sy
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e 3-5days' supply of food and water
e (Clothing, a blanket, and closed-toe shoes
e Weather radio

BEFORE A HURRICANE

e Supervisors: Review the Hurricane and Severe Weather Plan.
¢ Confirm responsibilities for remote and hybrid employees.
e Update contact information in Workday (faculty/staff)
or myWings (students).
¢ Verify mobile numbers are correct for UNF Alerts.

e Print updated emergency contact lists by June 15 and before any storm.

WHEN A HURRICANE THREATENS

When notified of a potential hurricane threat, you should
take the following actions:

. Back up important files to OneDrive or another cloud storage system.

. Print critical documents and plans.

. Clear desks and move items away from windows.
. Photograph valuable equipment and workspaces.
. Close blinds and secure windows.

. Unplug electronics and move them to higher surfaces.
. Take personal valuables home.

. Follow your supervisor's post-storm instructions.

Additional Resources:
UNF Emergency Website: unf.edu/emergency

PREPARING FOR IMPACT

Stay informed through official sources

e Safe Ospreys app (texts, calls, and emails)

e University website: www.unf.edu

e UNF social media channels: facebook.com/UofNorthFlorida and

instagram.com/uofnorthflorida

e Duval County Emergency Management: www.jaxready.com

Shelter Information

e UNF is not a public emergency shelter.

e If the University or City of Jacksonville issues an evacuation order, resident
students will be directed to return home or to a safe location off campus.

e Students unable to leave campus may be sheltered on campus for storms
up to Category 2.

e For stronger storms, students will be relocated to an off-campus
designated shelter in coordination with the City of Jacksonville
and UNF staff.

o Official shelter openings will be announced by the City of Jacksonwville.

AFTER THE STORM

e Employees: Check in with your supervisor as soon as it is safe to do so.

¢ Students: Check www.unf.edu for updates.

e Follow all local authority instructions.

e Return to campus only when officially authorized.
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&) IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Life-Threatening Emergency  UNF Police Department (UPD)

911 904-620-2800
904-630-CITY (2489)

Jacksonville / Duval County Info

Visit links.unf.edu/hurricane for additional information
and resources related to hurricane preparedness.



https://www.unf.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/UofNorthFlorida/
https://www.instagram.com/uofnorthflorida/
https://www.jaxready.com/
https://www.unf.edu/
https://links.unf.edu/hurricane
https://www.unf.edu/emergency/
https://www.unf.edu/emergency/safe-ospreys.html
https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/university/

b

UNF UNIVERSITY of
NORTH FLORIDA

Hurricanes are tropical cyclones in which wind speeds reach
a constant of at least 74 miles per hour with thunderstorms,
torrential rains and storm surges of up to 20 feet.

WATCHES AND WARNINGS

TROPICAL STORM WATCH
Tropical storm conditions are possible, usually within 48 hours.

g TROPICAL STORM WARNING

Tropical storm conditions are expected, usually within 36 hours.

TROPICAL STORM
Sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph.

HURRICANE WATCH
Hurricane conditions are possible, usually within 48 hours.

This watch should trigger your action plan, and protective
measures should be taken.

’ HURRICANE WARNING

Hurricane conditions are expected, usually within 36 hours.
Once this warning has been issued, you should be in the process
of completing protective actions and deciding the safest location
to be during the storm.

HURRICANE
Sustained winds of 74 mph or higher.

SAFFIR-SIMPSON HURRICANE WIND SCALE

CATEGORY 1 74 - 95 mph
CATEGORY 2 96 - 110 mph
CATEGORY 3 111 - 129 mph
CATEGORY 4 130 - 156 mph
CATEGORY 5 157 mph or higher

Additional Resources:
e National Hurricane Center: nhc.noaa.gov

e Hurricane Safety Tips and Resources:
weather.gov/safety/hurricane

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS

Preparing Your Room for Evacuation

e Cover valuable items with plastic and place them off the floor to reduce

the risk of water damage.

e Ensure all windows and blinds are fully closed.

e Turn off and unplug all electrical appliances.

e Inform your parents or guardians of your evacuation plans and
destination.

Developing Your Evacuation Plan

e Students: UNF Housing and Residence Life staff will provide updates
and instructions as conditions change. If you have questions or need
assistance, contact your Residence Hall staff.

e Residents are strongly encouraged to have a plan in place in case an
evacuation of campus housing is required.

You should consider:

e Where you will go if campus housing closes (family, friends, or
another safe location).

e How you will travel and communicate your plans.

e Replenishing and maintaining your hurricane emergency kit.

&) IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

e Arrange to stay with family or friends if possible.

¢ Maintain at least 3-5 days of non-perishable food and water.

e Keep a flashlight with extra batteries readily available.

e Ensure you have an adequate supply of prescription
medications and essential over-the-counter items.

Visit links.unf.edu/hurricane for additional information
and resources related to hurricane preparedness.



https://links.unf.edu/hurricane
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane
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