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Currently there are numerous online libraries 
and bookstores that distribute freely or sell 
eBooks.  These books range from copyright 
free texts that include much of classic 
literature, science and philosophy to current 
best sellers, reference books, and instruction 
manuals.  A teacher should easily be able to 
find eBooks related to their content area that 
could be given to the students at no cost.  For 
example the complete works of William 
Shakespeare are available to download from 
University of Virginia's E-Book Library or from 
Project Gutenberg. These works could be 
distributed to the students and an instructor 
could use any sections that they needed 
without worrying that students brought the 
wrong books with them. Students could have 
to text read aloud by the device to improve 
comprehension. Instructors could download 
the texts and add their notes, advance 
organizers, comments and questions to the 
texts before converting them to an eBook 
format. As the material is in electronic 
format, students have the ability to copy and 
paste information which could then be used in 
reports, to take notes, or for analysis.   
 
For more information and resources 
visit: 
 
www.drscavanaugh.org/ebooks/  
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eBooks:  
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EBooks then are textual 
documents that have been 
converted and “published” in 
an electronic format that 
display on eBook readers, 
devices or computers using 
eBook software programs. A 
modern definition is that an 
eBook is a digital text file, 
but not limited to just text, 
which is displayed on some 
form of computer or electronic device.  
 
There are estimated to be over 
200,000 eBooks available for 
free online. 
 
A library in every classroom. 
 
A library in the palm of your 
hand. 
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How do eBooks work?  
EBooks have three basic components: 
hardware, software, and the book file.  The 
hardware of an eBook, known as a reader, is 
a computer style device or a computer 
running specific software that displays the 
“book” onto a screen. The software is the 
program which displays the book data on the 
device. The eBook file contains all of the 
“book” material: text, pictures, and what ever 
else the author can include.  
The hardware, software, and file must all be 
compatible for the book you wish to use. For 
example MS Reader software can't be used on 
a Mac computer, while Palm Reader software 
can be used on a Palm, Mac or Windows 
device 
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Features continued 
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Portable 
device 

Yes yes yes 

can be 
used 
on 
laptops 
and 
Pocket
PC 
devices
. 

can be 
used on 
your 
Palm, 
PocketP
C or 
laptop 

Reader cost Free  Free free  free  free  

Printing Yes yes often no no 

Word/text 
search? 

yes yes yes yes yes 

Bookmarking No No Yes Yes yes 

Highlighting No No Yes  Yes 
Yes 
with Pro 
version 

Note taking No No Yes  Yes Yes 

Text-to-
speech 

No No Yes Yes No 

Synchronize
d 
highlighting 
with “read” 
text 

No No No Yes No 
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What are advantages and 
disadvantages? 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Many eBooks are free or 
inexpensive.  

eBook files are relatively 
small and easily stored 
and shared. 

eBook files don't actually 
weigh anything - just 
data. 

eBooks are more 
interactive than most 
printed material. 

eBooks have built in 
features such as 
highlighting, note taking, 
dictionaries, bookmarks 
and other annotations. 

eBooks accommodate 
many learning needs and 
styles. Most eBooks can 
read aloud using a text-to-
speech engine, and most 
can also change the text 
display size making large 
print available. 

eBook files can be created 
using free software, web 
converters, or MS Word 
add-ins. 

eBooks require a reading 
device such as a computer 
or handheld.  

eBook devices require a 
power source. 

Not all books are currently 
available as eBooks. 

Users new to eBooks will 
have a period of 
adjustment to screen 
reading.  
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Ideas for using eBooks in teaching 
Place eBooks or links to eBooks on a course 
site 
Set up classroom computers with required 
and enhancement eBooks 
Provide students the option to 
obtain/purchase eBooks for class text 
Display passages from eBooks during class 
discussions (digital big book) 
Have students create an original eBook or 
library from student work 
Create a digital portfolio as an eBook  
Teach students active reading strategies 
such as using literature circles 

 
Free Online Libraries: 
http://www.drscavanaugh.org/ebooks/ebook_
libraries.htm  
 
Sample Libraries:  
Project Gutenberg Official Home Site - Index -  
http://www.promo.net/pg/ 
Children's Books On-Line For FREE:  
http://www.editec.net/  
Blackmask: http://www.blackmask.com/  
Baen Free Library: 
http://www.baen.com/library/  
E-Book Library at the Electronic Text Center, 
University of Virginia: 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/ebooks/ebooklist.
html  
Audio Books: 
http://www.audiobooksforfree.com  
EBook Programs 
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Formats 
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Windows 
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