
ANT 3740: Introduction to Forensic Sciences 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 1:00-1:50pm 

Building 51, Room 1210 
 
Instructor: Gordon F.M. Rakita 
Office: Building 51, Room 1210 
e-mail: grakita@unf.edu 
website: www.unf.edu/~grakita
Phone: 620-1658 
Office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday  
    2:00 – 4:30pm 
 
COURSE SYLLABUS:  
This document is the syllabus for my Introduction to Forensic Sciences course (ANT 3740).  As such it is the 
controlling document for the class.  Below you will find most of the information you need to successfully pass 
this course.  You are responsible for knowing all the information presented in this document.  I will not 
accept any excuses that involve you not reading this syllabus and understanding its contents.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course is designed to introduce students to those scientific principles, techniques, methods, and 
technology that are regularly used to solve crimes or aid law enforcement agencies.  The course will cover 
the latest in sophisticated evidence collection and analysis, including fingerprinting, ballistics, trace evidence, 
serology, DNA fingerprinting, toxicology, and forensic anthropology.  The course will also explore methods of 
crime scene processing, autopsies and manner-of-death determination, processes of corpse decomposition, 
rules of evidence, and the concept of “chain of custody”.  Throughout the course, students will engage in a 
variety of projects in which they will apply the techniques and methods that they learn to collect and interpret 
evidence.  The focus and purpose of these projects will be to engage students in active, participatory 
application of scientific techniques and concepts.   
 
COURSE PREREQUISITES:   
Given the nature of forensic investigations, some portions of the course will include graphic depictions of 
human remains or crime scenes needed to illustrate important concepts.  Such depictions are also 
occasionally found in the required readings.  Students who may be offended by such graphic images should 
consult the instructor before taking the course. 
 
COURSE TEXTS:   
Weekly readings will be drawn from the following texts and should be completed prior to the date for which 
they are assigned. 
 

The Casebook of Forensic Detection: How Science Solved 100 of the World’s Most 
Baffling Crimes by Colin Evans, John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1996. 
 
Introduction to Forensic Science & Criminalistics by R.E. Gaensslen et al., McGraw Hill, 
Boston, 2008. 

 
Additional, supplemental readings and audio clips may also be required.  These readings and audio files will 
be made available on the course Blackboard site and should be completed prior to the date for which they 
are assigned.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS/GRADE DETERMINANTS:  
Student final grades will be based upon four criteria: (1) laboratory activities and written reports, (2) in-class 
quizzes, (3) reviews of television portrayals of forensic science, and (4) attendance at and participation in 
class periods.   

http://www.unf.edu/~grakita


The breakdown of the relative percentages of these grading criteria is presented below. 
 

10 Laboratory Activities  50% total 
Quizzes  20% total 
2 TV Reviews  20% total 
Attendance & Participation  10% total 
TOTAL  100% 
 

• Laboratory activities will usually occur during class periods (often on Fridays) and will consist of students 
conducting hands on activities to explore the nature of forensic evidence and the scientific principles 
behind the interpretation of that evidence.   

• Quizzes will be unannounced, short examinations of student’s knowledge and understanding of materials 
from course lectures & required readings.   

• The reviews of television portrayals of forensic sciences will require students to watch an episode of a 
relevant fictional television program (e.g. CSI – Las Vegas, CSI – Miami, Crossing Jordan, Bones, or Law 
& Order) and assess the accuracy and validity of the criminalistic techniques that are presented. 

• As much of the learning in this course will be based on students actually collecting and evaluating 
evidence, student attendance is required.  Failure to attend classes will result in missed learning 
experiences and absences will negatively impact a student's ability to complete the course requirements.  
No absence will be excused for any reason.  It is the student’s responsibility to manage the 
consequences of their absences. 

 
Letter grades (for both exams and final grades) will be based upon the following categories: 100-93 (A), 92-
90 (A-), 89-87 (B+), 86-83 (B), 82-80 (B-), 79-77 (C+), 76-70 (C), 69-60 (D), ≤59 (F).  I keep my grade book 
in Microsoft Excel, and use it to calculate and round off final grades.  If you prefer for your grade to be 
rounded off by a different method than the one used by Excel, then I encourage you to contact Microsoft 
Corporation directly and ask that they make the appropriate change to their software and issue a version 
update. 

As per my legal and ethical responsibilities to discuss a student’s grades only with that student, I can not 
discuss individual grades via e-mail or the phone.  You must see me in person to discuss the specifics of 
your grade.  The student handbook outlines procedures for students wishing to appeal academic decisions. 
 
Any student found engaging in academic misconduct (as defined by the University of North Florida) 
will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action. The current student handbook contains a detailed 
discussion of the University’s policy on academic misconduct.  Violations of academic integrity include; 
cheating, fabrication or falsification of information or documents, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, 
and complicity in academic misconduct.  Students may be subject to any and all of the following; academic 
counseling, reprimand, a failing grade for the assignment that involved the misconduct, a failing grade for the 
course, and referral of the behavior to the Departmental Chair or appropriate Dean.  Again, the student 
handbook outlines procedures for students wishing to appeal the academic decisions of the Professor.
 
The United States government, the University of North Florida, and I are all committed to 
guaranteeing a learning environment in which reasonable accommodations are made for individuals 
with disabilities.  In accordance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1999, any students in 
need of assistance or alternative learning arrangements are encouraged to contact either me or the 
University’s Disabled Services Program office (located in Building 10, Room 1201, 620-2769 Voice/TDD, 
620-3874 FAX, URL: http://www.unf.edu/dept/disabled-services/). 
 
Extra Credit:  No extra credit projects will be available.  The only way to receive a passing grade in this 
course is to complete the course requirements.  Do not assume that you can “blow off” or otherwise perform 
poorly on the labs, quizzes, and reviews and then expect me to provide you with a way to improve your 
grade. 
 
E-MAIL: 
E-mail is often the best method for communicating with me and I encourage you to e-mail me whenever you 
may have a question, concern, or comment.  E-mailing me is also an excellent way for you to make sure I 



remember something.  (I will often ask students to e-mail me so that I have a tangible reminder of what I 
might need to do to assist them.)  Please make sure you identify yourself (full name) and which of my 
courses you are taking.  If I do not know who you are, then I can not assist you.  Make sure your return e-
mail address is correct and operational.  If my reply bounces, I will not try again.  Use proper punctuation, 
spelling, grammar, complete sentences, etc.  DO NOT use text-messaging abbreviations.  If I can not 
understand your message, then I can not assist you.  If you are writing an e-mail longer than a paragraph or 
two, then consider speaking to me in person.  I respond to all e-mails as quickly as possible.  In some cases 
this may take a day or two.  Do not assume that I received your message unless your receive a reply back 
from me.  Please do not forget that UNF e-mail is a public form a communication.  As such, I do not discuss 
the specifics of anyone’s grades via e-mail. 
 
CELL PHONES, PAGERS, & OTHER WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES:  All such devices must be 
turned off during class periods.  Students who require an exception to this rule may discuss the situation with 
me.  Anyone caught using any of these items during an exam will be treated as if they are cheating.  
 
OFFICE HOURS:  My office hours are listed above.  If you need to meet with me and can not meet during 
these times, please contact me.  I am happy to arrange a time to meet that is convenient for both of us.  
Please take advantage of my office hours to come see me and discuss questions or concerns you might 
have.  If you are interested in majoring or minoring in Anthropology, my office hours are a good time to 
discuss this with me.  It is sometimes necessary for me to cancel my scheduled office hours.  If so, I will do 
my best to make sure I make this announcement in class.  If I am not in my office during scheduled office 
hours, or am busy with other students, please e-mail me so that I can arrange a time for us to meet.  Your 
time is valuable and your questions and concerns are important to me.  I am committed to making sure I am 
available to offer any help that I can.  If you wish to discuss the specifics of your grade, you must meet with 
me personally.  I can not discuss your grades with you via e-mail or the phone.
 
 



COURSE SCHEDULE: 
(This schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the Professor) 

Week Day Date Topic Evans Text Gaensslen et al Text 
Monday 27-Aug   

Wednesday 29-Aug  Chapter 1 week 
1 

Friday 31-Aug 

Introduction 

 Chapter 2 
Monday 3-Sep Labor Day - University Holiday 

Wednesday 5-Sep Section: Trace Evidence  week 
2 

Friday 7-Sep 
Crime Scenes 

 Chapter 3 
Monday 10-Sep Trace Evidence   

Wednesday 12-Sep BYU Trip week 
3 

Friday 14-Sep BYU Trip 
Monday 17-Sep  Chapter 13 

Wednesday 19-Sep 
Trace Evidence 

continued Section: Fingerprinting  week 
4 

Friday 21-Sep  Chapter 6 
Monday 24-Sep  Chapter 4 

Wednesday 26-Sep  Chapter 5 week 
5 

Friday 28-Sep 

Fingerprints 

Section: Disputed Documents  
Monday 1-Oct Marks  Chapter 7 

Wednesday 3-Oct Section: Voiceprints  week 
6 

Friday 5-Oct Section: Serology  
Monday 8-Oct 

Blood 

 Chapter 9 
Wednesday 10-Oct Section: DNA Typing  week 

7 
Friday 12-Oct  Chapter 10 

Monday 15-Oct   
Wednesday 17-Oct   week 

8 
Friday 19-Oct 

DNA 

Section: Toxicology  
Monday 22-Oct  Chapter 12 

Wednesday 24-Oct Section: Explosions & Fire  week 
9 

Friday 26-Oct 

Chemistry 

 Chapter 11 
Monday 29-Oct  Chapter 8 

Wednesday 31-Oct Section: Ballistics  week 
10 

Friday 2-Nov 

Ballistics 

  
Monday 5-Nov   

Wednesday 7-Nov   week 
11 

Friday 9-Nov 

JFK 

  
Monday 12-Nov Veteran's Day - University Holiday 

Wednesday 14-Nov Section: Cause of Death  week 
12 

Friday 16-Nov   
Monday 19-Nov 

Corpses 

Section: Time of Death  
Wednesday 21-Nov Thanksgiving - University Holiday week 

13 
Friday 23-Nov Thanksgiving - University Holiday 

Monday 26-Nov Section: Identification of Remains  
Wednesday 28-Nov   week 

14 
Friday 30-Nov 

Forensic 
Anthropology 

Section: Forensic Anthropology  
Monday 3-Dec   

Wednesday 5-Dec 
Psychology 

Section: Odontology  week 
15 

Friday 7-Dec Careers & Ethics Section: Psychological Profiling  
week 

16 Mon-Fri 10-14 
Dec    



 


