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Budget and Appropriations Update – Congress may be facing a long summer 

of work if it expects to finish its job on some key issues before November’s mid-term 
elections. There’s already talk that lawmakers may have to truncate their month-long 
August recess—a tough call when so many would prefer to be home campaigning for 
reelection. 

Whether that happens or not remains unclear, but in a round of interviews before 
leaving town last week, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) made clear he 
was considering making the Senate stay in town during August to get spending bills 
passed and confirm more judges and executive branch appointments. 
 
In addition to passing 12 appropriations bills, the congressional docket includes the 
National Defense Authorization Act, a farm bill and immigration reform. 

On the appropriations front, the House plans to take up a three-bill “minibus” spending 
package when lawmakers return from the Memorial Day recess next week. It will 
include a $96.9 billion Military Construction-VA bill; $44.7 billion for energy research and 
water projects; and $3.8 billion to fund the legislative branch. So far the House 
Appropriations Committee has approved half of its twelve 2019 spending bills. 

In the meantime, the Senate appropriations committee is scheduled to markup 
Transportation-HUD and Military Construction-VA bills when it returns next week.  

Also on the docket is a $15.2 billion “rescissions” package that would claw back 
previously approved spending. 

House leaders have suggested a vote on the measure could come in early June, though 
some Republicans have expressed concern with the optics in an election year, since the 
proposed cuts include spending for the Children’s Health Insurance program and 
programs to combat infectious disease like the Ebola virus. 

Supporters of the cuts argue that the funds have lapsed, so no programs would be 
affected; Democrats argue that those funds could be shifted and used to support other 
needy programs in fiscal year 2019.  

 

 

 



Committee bills begin outline of science agency budgets for 2019  

The first steps toward Fiscal 2019 science funding were taken in May when House and 
Senate Appropriations Committee bills were approved. Here’s a brief rundown: 

HOUSE 
The House Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Commerce, Justice, 
Science funding bill on May 17 – legislation that would fund NASA, NIST, NOAA and 
NSF. Overall the bill provides $62.5 billion, an increase of $2.9 billion over the 2018 
level. 
 

NASA – funded at $21.5 billion, $810 million above the 2018 enacted level, or a 3.9 
percent increase. This funding includes: 
 

 $5.1 billion for Deep Space Exploration Systems – $294 million above the fiscal 
year 2018 enacted level. This includes funding to continue the development of 
the Orion crew vehicle, Space Launch System, and related ground systems. 

 $6.7 billion for NASA Science programs – $459 million above the fiscal year 2018 
enacted level. This targets funding to planetary and other sciences to ensure the 
continuation of groundbreaking scientific missions. 

 The bill fully funds the requested amounts for robotic and human exploration of 
the moon, including $504.2 million for the lunar orbital platform; $116.5 million for 
advanced lunar and surface capabilities; $218 million for planetary science, 
including rovers and science instruments; and $150 million for commercial low-
earth orbit development. 

 

NIST -- funded at $985 million in the bill, including $140 million for the Manufacturing 
Extension Partnerships program and $720 million for core research activities to help 
advance U.S. competitiveness and economic growth, while lower-priority activities are 
reduced. 
 
NOAA – The legislation contains $5.2 billion for NOAA, which is $751 million below the 
fiscal year 2018 level. The bill would cut Climate Research by 38 percent, or $59 million. 
Funding is targeted to priorities such as the National Weather Service, the reduction of 
harmful algal blooms, fisheries management, weather research, and ocean exploration 
while reducing funds for lower-priority programs and one-time investments made in 
fiscal year 2018. The bill includes full funding to continue the current Joint Polar Satellite 
System weather satellite program and the Geostationary Operational Environmental 
Satellite program. 
 
NSF – The legislation funds NSF at $8.2 billion – $408 million above the fiscal year 
2018 enacted level. Research and related activities are funded at $6.7 billion, $317 
million above the current level. The bill also invests in scientific infrastructure such as 
modernization of Antarctica facilities along with telescopes and research vessels. 
   
To read the C,J,S report, click here.  
 

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP00/20180517/108330/HRPT-115-HR.pdf


Agriculture research -- The House appropriations committee also approved its $23 
billion FY 2019 Agriculture spending bill May 16. 
 
The bill provides $3 billion - $72 million above fiscal year 2018 - for agriculture research 
programs, including the Agricultural Research Service and the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture which provides competitive extramural grants. NIFA would receive $915 
million, an increase of $27 million. Hatch Act funding is increased to $259 million, 
McIntire-Stennis funding increases to $36 million, and a variety of other accounts 
increase as well. The bill also would provide FDA with a $429 million increase. To read 
the report, click here. 

Energy Department research – On May 16 the committee approved its $44.7 billion 
FY 2019 Energy and Water spending bill. DoE Office of Science programs would 
increase by $340 million to $6.6 billion in 2019. The bill includes $26 million to launch an 
artificial intelligence and big data initiative.  ARPA-E would be cut by$28 million in the 
bill for a total level of $325 million, despite the fact that the President’s budget 
recommended eliminating the program. Advanced Scientific Computing Research, 
Fusion Energy Sciences, and High Energy Physics would each receive increases over 
10 percent. Basic Energy Sciences, Nuclear Physics, and Biological and Environmental 
Research would receive nearly flat funding. The report is available here. 

Interior-Environment – The subcommittee approved its environmental spending bill 
May 15. It funds the EPA at $7.9 billion, $100 million below the current year. The U.S. 
Geological Survey would receive $1.2 billion, an increase of $19 million. The bill 
includes $21 million for an earthquake early warning system; a $13 million increase for 
the streamgage network; and $11 million for the Three Dimensional Mapping and 
Economic Empowerment Program. The bill also fully funds the development of the 
“Landsat 9” satellite program that provides land use measurements important to local 
communities for agriculture, forestry, energy and water resource decisions. To read the 
bill, click here. 

Transportation – The 2019 bill was approved by the committee on May 23 to provide 
$71.8 billion for transportation programs next year. The bill would cut research funding 
coordinated by the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology. The bill 
recommends $7 million, a cut of $16.5 million from current funding. To read the report, 
click here. 

SENATE 

Agriculture research – the Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of 
the 2019 spending bill May 24. The bill would provide $2.73 billion to support 
agricultural research conducted by the Agricultural Research Service and the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture.  This amount includes $405 million for the Agriculture 
and Food Research Initiative, a $5 million increase over FY2018.  Formula research 
funding for land-grant universities is maintained at FY2018 enacted levels.  The bill also 
rejects proposed extramural research project terminations and laboratory closures 
included in the President’s budget request. To read the report, click here. 
 

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP00/20180516/108312/HRPT-115-HR-FY2019-Agriculture.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YObCzdy4R6eOGoxELF36XZJNeqt_HZyKA1X3-YNhDFqpE18048myGdzEgTeinx6NgIliVGJYCbcbOVvP-aIueMA5AWfOg8_RvePu65Cza7ZwL58xOMT5GZ2cIY8Y8KcmTHDmPanVGXCyx25GV1YysLj8TvmRxuHLRIeQUSkDa4F7OW5PFQArO-_t3nf1LXIkbhBLeUILjNk7y6lBFSUHRvumD5zkCPVQxOktiCMdBRMLPyjbUWrRwH6oULokQW0H&c=bDakFWyZJoIWspvhcof10WL5QfW0__lfA-L7hJmVnLpmpd8FnJEumg==&ch=LurkJoHscMejvHuVYpmxU2TSeODlyir1cX_gP__0h0Qxy29x7WuwaQ==
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP06/20180515/108314/BILLS-115-FC-AP-FY2019-Interior-InteriorBill.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP00/20180523/108366/HRPT-115-HR.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY2019%20Agriculture%20Appropriations%20Act,%20Report%20115-259.pdf


Energy Department research – The Senate Energy and Water bill approved by the 
Committee May 24 would, like the House bill, provide $6.65 billion for the DOE Office of 
Science, $390 million above the FY2018 enacted level and $1.26 billion above the 
budget request by the President, to support basic science research and enabling 
research capabilities, development of high-performance computing systems, and 
research into the next generation of clean energy sources. To read the report, click 
here. 
 

 

NIH launches ‘All of Us Research Program’ aiming for 1 million 
participants 

Following a year-long beta test with 25,000 participants, NIH launched a major new 
national effort May 6 to work over many years in advancing personalized medicine 
through research involving a study cohort of one million people. 

The agency opened national enrollment in various activities across the nation for the All 
of Us Research Program --  the activity to advance individualized prevention, treatment 
and care for people of all backgrounds. People ages 18 and older, regardless of health 
status, will be able to enroll. The overall aim is to enroll 1 million or more volunteers and 
oversample communities that have been underrepresented in research to make the 
program the largest, most diverse resource of its kind. 

By partnering with diverse people who share information about themselves over many 
years, the All of Us Research Program is designed to enable research to more precisely 
prevent and treat a variety of health conditions. 

“All of us are unique, but today we live mostly in an era of ‘one-size-fits-all’ medicine,” 
said cancer survivor Eric Dishman, director of the All of Us Research Program. “I’m 
alive today because of precision medicine and I think everyone deserves that same 
opportunity no matter the color of your skin, your economic status, your age or your sex 
or gender. In other words, it will truly take all of us.” 

All of Us seeks to transform the relationship between researchers and participants, 
bringing them together as partners to inform the program’s directions, goals and 
responsible return of research information. These efforts include building trust among 
populations historically underrepresented in research. Participants will be able to access 
their own health information, summary data about the entire participant community and 
information about studies and findings that come from All of Us.   

Participants are asked to share different types of health and lifestyle information, 
including online surveys and data from electronic health records (EHRs), which will 
continue to be collected over the course of the program. 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY2019%20Energy%20&%20Water%20Development%20Appropriations%20Act,%20Report%20115-258.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY2019%20Energy%20&%20Water%20Development%20Appropriations%20Act,%20Report%20115-258.pdf
https://www.joinallofus.org/en
https://www.joinallofus.org/en


The surveys will cover a range of topics to learn more about participants’ overall health 
and habits and where they live and work. The EHR data will offer useful information 
related to medical histories, side effects and treatment effectiveness. At different times 
over the coming months and years, some participants will be asked to visit a local 
partner site to provide blood and urine samples and to have basic physical 
measurements taken, such as height and weight. To ensure that the program gathers 
information from all types of people, especially those who have been underrepresented 
in research, not everyone will be asked to give physical measures and samples. In the 
future, participants may be invited to share data through wearable devices and to join 
follow-up research studies, including clinical trials. 

NIH has funded more than 100 organizations from community groups to health centers, 
academic medical centers and private companies to carry out the program. These 
organizations have collaborated to develop the program’s protocol and technology 
systems, to engage diverse communities, to enroll participants and to securely gather 
and store participants’ information and biological samples for use in research. 

In future phases of the program, children will be able to enroll and the program will add 
more data types, such as genetic data. In addition, data from the program will be 
broadly accessible for research purposes. Ultimately, the All of Us Research Program 
will be a rich and open data resource for academic researchers. 

 

Student loan rates increase 

By law most federal student loan interest rates are set based on May’s Treasury 
Department auction of ten-year notes. This year all the programs will see rate hikes.  

The auction on May 9 determined the rates for loans taken out after July 1 for the 2018-
2019 year.  

 The new rates are: For new undergraduate student loans, the interest rate will 
increase to 5.045 percent, up from 4.45 percent.  

 The rate on direct loans for graduate students will rise to 6.595 percent from this 
year's 6 percent.  

 The interest rates on Federal PLUS loans — both for graduate students or 
parents paying for their children's education — will be 7.595 percent, up from the 
current 7 percent. 

 

 

 

https://www.joinallofus.org/en/program-partners


State authorization regulations to be postponed  

The Education Department announced May 25 that it plans to delay for two years 
regulations slated to begin on July 1 dealing with oversight on online programs by 
universities. 

The Department published a notice in the Federal Register saying that it would take 
public comments for 15 days on the proposed action. 

The state authorization regulations were formulated during the Obama Administration 
and outline how states would have to create a process for reviewing and taking action 
on student complaints arising from distance learning programs even if the college or 
university in not physically located in the state.   

To read the DoE Notice, click here. 

 

Public service loan forgiveness program open to re-applications  

The Department of Education announced May 23 that is has launched a process for 
federal student loan borrowers to be reconsidered for loan forgiveness under a 
temporary expansion of the Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Program. 

This limited opportunity—which the Department is referring to as Temporary Expanded 
PSLF (TEPSLF)—was made possible by a $350 million appropriation in the recently 
enacted 2018 omnibus appropriations bill. The law provides additional conditions under 
which borrowers may become eligible for loan forgiveness if some or all of their 
payments made on William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program loans were made on a 
nonqualifying repayment plan for the PSLF Program.  

This opportunity is only available on a first-come, first-served basis until the $350 million 
has been allocated or other criteria are met. 

To qualify for the TEPSLF Program one must have done the following to meet the 
criteria: 

- Submitted and had denied an Application of Forgiveness under PSFL due to 
some of the payments being made to a non-qualifying repayment plan for PSLF.  

- Worked full-time for 10 years for a qualifying employer, certified by the employer, 
and approved by the Department.  

- Made 120 payments that qualify under the requirements for the TEPSLF 
opportunity while working full-time for a qualifying employer.   

Interested borrowers can apply for the Temporary Expanded Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness Program by emailing a request to TEPSLF@MyFedLoan.org or visiting 
StudentAid.gov/tepslf to apply. 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2018-11262.pdf?utm_campaign=pi%20subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
mailto:TEPSLF@MyFedLoan.org
http://www.studentaid.gov/tepslf


NSF and Air Force agree to coordinate research 
 
NSF and the Air Force approved a letter of intent to better coordinate mutual research 
projects and themes going forward.   
 
“The partnership focuses on an increased exchange of research information, supporting 
expanded collaboration in common research areas, and identifying opportunities for 
complementary activities in the ‘research pathways’ comprising basic research, applied 
research, and advanced technology development. The partnership facilitates long-term 
planning of each organization’s research strategy, and sharing of ‘best practices’ for 
portfolio shaping, and science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
workforce development,” the agreement states. 
 
Four areas of focus were established at the start: space operations and geosciences; 
advanced material sciences; information and data sciences; and workforce and 
processes. To read the agreement, click here. 
 

 

Senate committee examines NIH FY 2019 budget request 

The Fiscal 2019 budget for the National Institutes of Health was the topic of a hearing 
May 17 by the Senate Labor-HHS-Education appropriations subcommittee. 

Committee members questions NIH Director Francis Collins and several other Institute 
Directors on work relating to the opioid crisis, a recent outbreak of Ebola in Africa, big 
data, Alzheimer’s disease, pediatric cancer and a controversial study on the effects of 
moderate alcohol consumption.  

News articles have spotlighted that Institute staff sought industry funding and 
involvement before the study launched. Collins said he had now halted the study, 
promoted by the alcohol industry, while he investigates the circumstances of the effort 
to determine of employees improperly solicited funding.  He also said he was examining 
if other such solicitations might have occurred in other areas. 

“There are sufficient concerns about that study,” Collins said, noting that an ongoing 
investigation could help determine whether the study is “still worth pursuing.”  Collins 
added, “We will look closely to see if there are other examples of this sort because that 
would be very much against the principles that we stand for, which is separation of 
funding sources from outside with decisions about science,” he said. 

Collins also discussed the need for major renovations for NIH labs and building on the 
agency campus. To watch the webcast, click here. 

 
 

https://www.nsf.gov/news/newsmedia/USAF-NSF_Mutual_Letter_of_Intent.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=FYI&dm_i=1ZJN,5N4H5,PJAYE3,LXVYT,1
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/review-of-the-fy2019-budget-request-for-the-national-institutes-of-health


Rep. Rutherford joins Appropriations Committee; Rep. Dunn chairs 
VA health subcommittee 

Florida GOP Congressman John Rutherford of Jacksonville was named to the House 
Appropriations Committee May 15 in a reshuffling of committee membership. He was 
assigned to subcommittees on Transportation-HUD; State & Foreign Operations; and 
Legislative Branch. The committee position opened up with the resignation of Rep. 
Charlie Dent (R-PA). His addition means four Floridians now serve on the committee, 
although Rep. Tom Rooney will retire at the end of the year, dropping Florida 
membership back to three.  

Also in the realignment, Rep. John Carter (R-TX) was named chairman of the Military 
Construction-VA subcommittee and Rep. Kevin Yoder (R-KS) will become chair of the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee. 

Rep. Rutherford’s departure from the Veterans Affairs Committee also allowed Florida 
Rep. Neal Dunn, a former Army surgeon, to move up to become Chairman of the VA 
subcommittee on health.  Florida Rep. Brian Mast was also added to the VA committee 
in the process. 

 

 
Director nominated for DoE Office of Science 
 
In a May 18 announcement, President Trump nominated Dr. Chris Fall to be the next 
director of the Department of Energy Office of Science which runs over $6 billion in 
extramural energy research grant programs. 
 
Fall is the Principal Deputy Director of DoE’s Advanced Research Projects Agency – 
Energy.  
 
He served most recently for over six years with the Office of Naval Research, including 
as Innovation Fellow, as Director of the International Liaison Office, as Deputy Director 
of Research for STEM and Workforce, and finally as acting Chief Scientist. During this 
time, he also served for three years at the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy as Assistant Director for Defense Programs and then as acting Lead 
for the National Security and International Affairs Division.  
 
Fall earned a Ph.D. in Neuroscience and a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Virginia, as well as a master of business administration from the Kellogg 
School of Management. He was previously a postdoctoral fellow or faculty member at 
the University of California at Davis, New York University, and the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. 
 

 



Hearing examines quantum computing 

The House Committee on Energy and Commerce met May 18 to hear testimony from 
leaders in the field of quantum computing, a field involving new types of computers with 
computing power far exceeding that of existing machines.  The Committee was 
interested in what types of problems might be solved with quantum computers which 
are currently unsolvable. The members of the committee, both Republicans and 
Democrats, showed an interest in fostering more research and development of quantum 
computers and emphasized the tremendous security and economic advantages for the 
first nation to implement large-scale quantum computing.  

Representatives Bob Latta (R – OH) and Janice Schakowsky (D – IL) both agreed that 
there is tremendous national interest in the development of quantum computers and 
that not enough investment has gone into their development yet.  

Dr. Matthew Putman, CEO of Nanotronics, Inc, a company exploring quantum 
computing, testified that humanity has three great areas to work on: agriculture, drug 
development, and battery efficiency. Putman stated that he believes quantum 
computing can lead to breakthroughs in all three areas. Putman said that more 
computer chip factories are needed in the United States if our country is going to build 
quantum computers and that more investment is needed in basic computer science 
skills.  

While generally appearing to be favorable to quantum computers, Rep. Latta voiced his 
concern about some of the downsides of the new machines. Of particular concern for 
Rep. Latta is the possibility of greater computing power supplanting more traditional 
blue collar and even some white collar work jobs. Dr. Putman and Michael Brett, the 
CEO of a QxBranch, a data analytics firm in Washington, D.C., both were optimistic that 
despite the potential for job losses in some traditional sectors, the enhanced capabilities 
across all field which quantum computing could enable would result in benefits 
outweighing the costs.  

Finally Rep. David McKinley (R – WV) asked the panel what the role of government is 
and should be in the field of quantum computing. The panelists each gave answers 
which primarily stressed the need for greater funding not only at the high level of 
quantum computing but all the way down to the primary school level—ensuring that 
American school children are exposed to computer science before even starting 
college. Panelists expressed the need for research hubs on quantum computing 
throughout the country at both public and private universities. The panelists also 
mentioned the importance of government grants for research from organizations like the 
National Science Foundation. To view the hearing webcast or read witness testimony, 
click here. 

New quantum R&D legislation planned 
The House Science Committee also plans to introduce legislation in June to create a 
10-year National Quantum Initiative designed to enhance R&D support. The legislation 
likely will authorize new efforts at the Department of energy, national centers funded by 
NSF, and call for a national strategic plan. 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings/disrupter-series-quantum-computing/


 
Spending this year by the Department of Energy has totaled $62.4 billion in quantum 
information science funding. The current Administration budget request for 2019 calls 
for that investment to rise to $105.4 billion, although the appropriations committees will 
make the final determination in their bills. 

 
 
Senate appropriators approve FY 2019 Energy & Water, Agriculture 
bills 
 
The Senate appropriations Committee held its first markups of the year on May 24, 
advancing two funding bills for 2019 and allocations for each of the 12 subcommittees. 
 
Chairman Richard Shelby (R-AL) began the hearing with the consideration of the 302(b) 
subcommittee allocations. The allocations for FY19 totaled $1.244 trillion in total 
discretionary spending, consistent with the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018. Senator 
Shelby highlighted the anticipated schedule for the coming months, with marking up of 
all twelve appropriations bills before the July 4th recess. He indicated the need for a 
strong bipartisan effort to reach this goal in a timely manner. The 302(b) spending 
allocations were approved unanimously by the committee, in a 31-0 vote.  
 
Markup of the Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2019-- Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN) introduced the bill, 
highlighting the current features and commending Senator Dianne Feinstein on her 
collaboration with him on the bill. The bill provides $43.8 billion in total discretionary 
spending, supporting the EPA, Army Corps of Engineers, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, and other related organizations. The bill emphasizes steps to reduce 
nuclear waste, to increase American super computing capabilities, to develop new 
technologies for nuclear power, to continue the modernization of the nation’s nuclear 
stockpile, and to advance the efforts to clean up hazardous materials at cold war test 
sites.  
 
Senator Feinstein commented that the bill was fair, despite herself not agreeing to the 
sections on nuclear weapon development/modernization. She indicated that the bill 
covers three major policy areas: improvement of dam safety; improvement of nuclear 
waste disposal; and, the development of nuclear weapons.  
 
The FY19 bill suggests the implementation of a “dilute and dispose” method of nuclear 
waste removal. Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) proposed an amendment that would 
further fund the existing project to recycle nuclear waste in South Carolina instead, 
known as the MOX (mixed-oxide) Plant, which has been under construction since the 
early 2000’s and remains incomplete. In support of Senator Graham, Senator Tom Udall 
(D-NM) also opposed the provision for a “dilute and dispose” method, which would 
facilitate the transfer of waste from South Carolina to New Mexico. Senator Feinstein 
rebutted Senator Graham’s claims, stating that the MOX project has been vastly over 
budget for years, and a “dilute and dispose” method combined with safe storage until 



future solutions can be developed is the appropriate solution. Following discussion, 
Senator Graham withdrew his amendment.  
 
In an attempt to redirect some of the money allocated towards low-yield nuclear 
warhead development, Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR) proposed an amendment that 
would direct that money towards the Department of Nuclear Safety and Security. He 
suggested that the priority needs to be toward updating an aging infrastructure and not 
modernizing a nuclear arsenal. Senator Alexander opposed this amendment, stating 
that the goal of funding the development of low-yield nuclear warheads is to act as 
future deterrence in the case of a nuclear threat. The amendment failed to pass on a 
vote of 12-19. 
 
The last amendment proposed by Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) was for the movement 
of the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) to West Virginia. He defended this 
move by using West Virginia’s relative geography alongside its total occupancy of the 
ARC jurisdiction as his justification.  This amendment passed on a 16-15 vote. 
 
Markup of the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2019 --Senator John Hoeven (R-ND) 
provided the opening statements on the FY19 bill, briefly highlighting the major 
investments made by the bill. It allocates $23.235 billion, with a heavy emphasis on 
rural development including $425 million toward rural broadband, $150 million for 
watershed and flood prevention, and $2.2 billion to help communities obtain clean water 
and sanitation systems. Research was prioritized in the bill, with the Agricultural 
Research Service salaries and expenses receiving $1.3 billion, and the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture receiving $1.4 billion. No amendments were made to 
the bill.  
 

 

Hearing reviews insurance liability and autonomous vehicles 

The House Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance held a hearing May 23 to discuss 
the development of Autonomous Vehicles (AV’s). Subcommittee Chairman Sean Duffy 
(R-WI) began this hearing by welcoming each of the panelists, and noted that this 
hearing would examine the topic of AV’s, specifically focusing on their impact on the 
future automotive insurance landscape. Chairman Duffy then continued on to say that 
progress toward AV’s appears inevitable, and compared our current technological 
capacities to the worlds we see in movies such as Blade Runner or Minority Report. He 
noted that we currently have level 1 and 2 AV’s on the road (indicating partial autonomy 
features like assisted steering and automatic braking), while several automotive and 
technology titans are in the process of developing and testing level 4 and 5 AV’s, 
characterized by high or total automation, respectively. Working with these automotive 
manufacturers are several universities. Additionally, several states are looking into 
integrating AV-exclusive driving lanes into their future infrastructure plans.  



Chairman Duffy then segued into an expression of optimism regarding AV development, 
singling out their ability to mitigate human error and improve general road safety. He 
also noted their benefits for young, inexperienced drivers and elderly drivers, alike. As 
he began to conclude his monologue, he urged the panelists to specifically consider the 
insurability of AV’s, as well as logistical questions including who possesses rights to 
relevant crash and safety data, and what role congress should play in terms of AV 
regulation, if any. Ranking Member Emanuel Cleaver (D-MO) gave opening remarks as 
well, in which he expressed his belief that any new technology “should be heavily 
scrutinized,” and that it is the responsibility of the government to do so. He then 
suggested that AV’s have the potential to entirely shift the paradigm of insurance 
coverage, before concluding his remarks by echoing Chairman Duffy’s inquiries 
regarding insurability and data access.  

Each panelist was then formally introduced and allowed five minutes to present key 
points of their written testimonies. Panelist John Carlson suggested that we will likely be 
sharing the road with large numbers of AV’s by 2025, and highlights the importance of 
preemptively developing comprehensive regulatory and insurance related strategies by 
that time. Per Carlson, roughly 94% of auto insurance claims are found to be a result of 
driver error, though he suggested this figure is likely to fall drastically with the 
introduction of more and more AV’s. He further asserted that individual ownership of 
vehicles is, itself, becoming obsolete, as we move toward “mobility ecosystems” such as 
Uber and other ride-sharing practices. He ties these ideas together by predicting that 
insurance models will begin to trend away from personal automobile liability and 
towards commercial product liability, or a hybrid of the two.   

Panelist Ryan Gammelgard then began his opening remarks by briefly speaking on his 
background with State Farm, before emphasizing his greatest concern regarding AV’s, 
data access. Gammelgard asserted that in order for insurance providers to do their jobs 
and properly calculate risk, they require complete access to crash and safety data from 
the AV’s currently on the road and in testing sites. He continued, saying that, to this 
point, several auto manufacturers developing AV’s have been reluctant to share crash 
information which they deemed “proprietary.” Emphasis on AV data being made publicly 
available became a recurring motif of the hearing, as the other panelists, particularly Mr. 
Geraci and Mr. Adams, subsequently echoed Gammelgard’s sentiments. Mr. Geraci 
chastised the auto manufacturers in question for threatening to compromise the 
actuarial validity of future insurance rates. Mr. Adams highlighted the need for a system 
of risk-based rates, alluding to R Street’s annual study regarding insurance approaches 
by state.  

Concluding the panel’s opening remarks, Mr. Jack Gillis began by voicing his belief that 
personal injury costs and claims due to car accidents will significantly decrease with the 
arrival of autonomous vehicles. However, Mr. Gillis then raised the first of several 
concerns, criticizing the AV Start Act that was recently introduced in Congress. His 
concern here largely stemmed from the lack of regulation provided within the proposed 
bill, as he urged congress to retool the bill with more comprehensive safety standards. 
He raised further concerns over the potential for a “moral dilemma” by AV’s, and how 
the vehicle’s programming might approach that. Specifically, he paints the picture of a 



horrific accident in front of a fully autonomous vehicle. Continuing Mr. Gillis’ 
hypothetical, the AV determines that it cannot possibly stop in time to avoid the crash. 
However, it detects that it could swerve out of the way, either to the left lane where a 
family is operating a tandem bicycle, or to the right lane where an oncoming car is 
approaching. He questions how the vehicle’s programming could possibly approach 
such an impossible situation, and in turn, who would be held responsible for any 
damages caused to the bikers or the approaching car. He concludes this train of 
thought by stating that, at this point in time, we have more questions than answers 
regarding AV’s.  

Having acknowledged the thoughts and concerns of the panel, Chairman Duffy then 
openly questioned what the source of the gridlock is, regarding data access. Mr. Geraci 
again referred to the auto manufacturers’ claim of crash data as “proprietary” 
information. He went on to say that the information typically requested, however, is no 
different from that which a police officer or forensic analyst might seek (i.e. the speed 
and acceleration of the vehicle) and as a result, should be neither proprietary nor 
confidential. On this note, Mr. Gammelgard pointed out that Tesla and Liberty Mutual 
are beginning to collaborate in order to self-insure Tesla AV’s, possibly indicating an 
impending end to the stalemate between AV manufacturers and insurers. Mr. Gillis then 
addressed Chairman Duffy and the rest of the subcommittee, again urging them to step 
in on behalf of the insurers, so that they might obtain the data they need for reliable risk 
calculation.  

Having concluded his line of questioning, Chairman Duffy gave the floor to Ranking 
Member Cleaver, who immediately returned to the safety prospects of the AV’s, and 
whether the highly publicized crashes involving these vehicles recently were any cause 
for concern. Mr. Adams responded that the overwhelming majority of tests so far have 
given reason for optimism, and that, while we should remain cautious, there is no need 
to “push the breaks” on the entire operation. 

Following Ranking Member Cleaver’s line of questioning, Congressman Randy Hultgren 
asked Mr. Gammelgard if State Farm had any specific take on the question of liability in 
the event of an AV crash. Gammelgard responded by saying that with the vehicle’s 
operating system largely or totally in control, we will likely see a shift towards a product 
liability system, over personal liability as we have now. Furthermore, he continued on to 
once again highlight the need for data and as much information as there is on these 
vehicles and how they operate. Mr. Carlson and Mr. Geraci reflected these sentiments 
shortly thereafter, in response to similar questions. The panel reached an overwhelming 
consensus that the key to transitioning to AV’s as smoothly as possible is obtaining the 
data to adequately determine risk and liability.  

Congressman Brad Sherman (D-CA) was then given the floor, where he raised the 
question of how insurers will approach the increasing number of consumers who do not 
rely on cars for transportation. He specifically cites the younger generations, many of 
whom do not own a car but rather call an Uber or use public transportation when they 
need to get around. In response, Mr. Gammelgard and Mr. Geraci each alluded to the 
possibility of mobility insurance, where an insurer would theoretically cover the 
individual when traveling, rather than any proprietary vehicle. The last significant inquiry 



came from Congressman Blaine Leutkemeyer (R-MO), who called back to Mr. Gillis’ 
earlier scenario regarding a “moral dilemma” for AV’s. To remind everyone, he conjures 
a similar setting involving a pedestrian on one side and an oncoming car on the other. 
Mr. Carlson responded, saying that any AV’s primary directive is to protect its 
passenger(s). Carlson went on to say that, as an avid biker himself, he has a personal 
investment in this question, but that the AV’s will be designed to avoid harming anyone, 
when possible. Mr. Adams ultimately chimed in as well to say that AV developers value 
their consumers’ trust and safety above all else, and that situations like this will be at the 
top of their mind as they design the operating system.  

As the hearing closed, Chairman Duffy posed an additional question concerning cyber 
hacking of data within the AV’s, including personal information of the consumer. The 
panel, as a whole, conceded that this is a realistic problem concerning AV’s, but that 
proper cybersecurity regulations by Congress would mitigate the potential dangers 
involved. Chairman Duffy then thanked the panel again for their time, as well as asking 
that they continue to provide their insights into the development of AV’s as necessary. 
He concluded by allowing for an additional five days during which the subcommittee 
members may submit additional written questions which, in turn, would be promptly 
referred to the witnesses. Finally, hearing no objections, the Chairman adjourned the 
hearing. To view the hearing webcast, click here. 

 

NSF Grants Conference set for June 

The Spring 2018 National Science Foundation Grants Conference will take place 
on June 4-5 in Detroit, Michigan.  

Check NSFGrantsConferences.com for up-to-date information on in-person registration 
and for various webcasts of presentations that will occur. For specific questions contact 
NSF via email at: grants_conference@nsf.gov.)  
 

 

Highlights of competitive grant opportunities at federal agencies 

 

Agency: Department of Education 

Program:  Enrolling Displaced Students Programs 

Description:  Under the Defraying Costs of Enrolling Displaced Students Program 
(DCEDS Program or DCEDS), we will award grants to eligible institutions of higher 
education (IHEs) to help defray their unexpected expenses associated with enrolling 
displaced students from IHEs at which operations have been disrupted by a covered 
disaster or emergency (``qualifying displaced students''), namely Hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma, and Maria and the wildfires in calendar year 2017 for which the President declared 

https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403427
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/emarketing/go.php?i=509221&e=YmphcXVldEBkYy1jcmQuY29t&l=http://www.nsfgrantsconferences.com/
mailto:grants_conference@nsf.gov


a major disaster or emergency under section 401 or 501 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170 and 5191) (``covered 
disaster or emergency''). 

Due Date: June 4, 2018 

Funding: $75,000,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304676 

 

Agency:  DoD 

  Dept of the Army -- Materiel Command 

Program: Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 DoD Research and Education Program for Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities and Minority-Serving Institutions (HBCU/MI) 
Equipment/Instrumentation 

Description: DoD intends to award approximately $25 million under this FOA, subject 
to the availability of funds. Awards will be in the form of grants, and all awards will be 
made by the U.S. Army Contracting Command-Aberdeen Proving Ground Research 
Triangle Park Division (ACC-APG-RTP Division) on behalf of ARO, as an agent of 
the USD(R&E). Individual awards will range from $100,000 to $600,000. All awards will 
have a performance period of 12 months. Award decisions will be based on the results 
of a merit review by scientists and engineers of the participating Agencies. 

Due Date: Aug. 16, 2018 

Funding: $600,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304839 

 

Agency:  DoD 

  Dept. of the Army -- USAMRAA 

Program: DoD Lung Cancer, Translational Research Partnership Award 

Description: The FY18 LCRP Translational Research Partnership Award mechanism 
supports partnerships between clinicians and research scientists that will accelerate the 
movement of promising ideas in lung cancer into clinical applications. This award 
supports the development of translational research collaborations between two 
independent, faculty level (or equivalent) investigators to address a central problem or 
question in lung cancer in a manner that would be less readily achievable through 
separate efforts. One partner in the collaboration must be a research scientist and the 
other must be a clinician. 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304676
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304676
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304839


Due Date: Sept. 26, 2018 

Funding: $2,880,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304675 

 

Agency:  DOE 

  Advanced Research Projects Agency Energy 

Program: Duration Addition to Electricity Storage (DAYS) 

Description: The purpose of this modification is to revise references to correctly identify 
Figure 3 within Section I.B of the FOA. To obtain a copy of the Funding Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA) please go to the ARPA-E website at https://arpa-e-
foa.energy.gov. ARPA-E will not review or consider notices of intent or full applications 
submitted through other means. For detailed guidance on using ARPA-E eXCHANGE, 
please refer to the ARPA-E eXCHANGE User Guide (https://arpa-e-
foa.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx). 

Due Date: July 2, 2018. Applicants must submit a mandatory Notice of Intent by June 
15, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. ET.  

Funding: $10,000,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304526 

 

Agency:  DOE 

  Golden Field Office 

Program: Marine and Hydrokinetic Technology Advancement and Data Dissemination 

Description: Complete information on this FOA can be found on the EERE Exchange 
website - https://eere-exchange.energy.gov. This FOA announces DOE’s intent to 
support Marine and Hydrokinetic (MHK) research and development projects in three 
Topic Areas: (1) Early Stage Device Design Research (2) Controls and Power Take Off 
(PTO) Design Integration and Testing (3) Dissemination of Environmental Data and 
Analyses to Facilitate the Marine Energy Regulatory Process. Complete information on 
this FOA can be found on the EERE Exchange website - https://eere-
exchange.energy.gov. 

Due Date:  July 17, 2018 

Funding:      $3,500,000 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304675
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304526


Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304481 

 

Agency:  DOE 

  Golden Field Office 

Program: Process Development for Advanced Biofuels and Biopower Funding 
Opportunity Announcement 

Description: The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement is to identify, 
evaluate, and select applications proposing research, development and execution plans 
to test engineering principles and unit operations for the production and testing of Drop-
in Renewable Jet Fuel Blendstocks and Drop-In Renewable Diesel Fuel Blendstocks 
from eligible feedstocks. In Topic Area 3, the FOA also seeks proposals to convert wet 
waste feedstocks, including municipal solid wastes and biosolids, into biopower or 
intermediates used to produce biopower. Scale-up and verification of these process 
technologies is essential to enable the industry to design, construct, and operate pilot-
scale facilities. This FOA seeks applications for projects to bridge technologies from 
scientific research to engineering, to integrate unit operations, and to engage in the 
R&D of integrated processes designed to produce drop-in renewable jet fuel 
blendstocks, drop-in renewable diesel fuel blendstocks, and biopower. 

Due Date: June 27, 2018 

Funding: $3,000,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304686 

 

Agency:  DOE 

  Golden Field Office 

Program: Request for Information (RFI)- Machine Learning for Geothermal Energy and 
the Geosciences 

Description: Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy (EERE), invites input from the public regarding opportunities associated with 
applying machine learning techniques toward challenges in the geosciences that are 
relevant to geothermal energy. With the overall goals of establishing the practice of 
machine learning (ML) in the geothermal industry and maximizing the value of the rich 
datasets utilized in the geosciences, GTO is seeking input in three areas: Identifying the 
most promising applications of machine learning in subsurface R&D, building open 
community datasets capable of supporting the most advanced ML techniques, and 
leveraging crowd-sourced R&D through alternative funding mechanisms. As ML is 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304481
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304481
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304686
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304686


already well- established in some industries, GTO is also very interested in feedback 
from outside of the geothermal community.  

Due Date: June 6, 2018 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304786 

 

Agency:  DOE 

  National Energy Technology Laboratory 

Program: Fiscal Year 2018 Advanced Vehicle Technologies Research Funding 
Opportunity Announcement  

Description: The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy is issuing, on 
behalf of the Vehicle Technologies Office, this Funding Opportunity Announcement, 
which seeks research project to address priorities in the following areas: batteries and 
electrification; materials; technology integration and energy efficient mobility systems; 
energy efficient commercial off road vehicle technologies; and co optimized advanced 
engine and fuel technologies to improve fuel economy. 

Due Date: July 13, 2018 

Funding: $5,000,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304527 

 

Agency:  Department of State 

  U.S. Mission to India 

Program:  Food Diplomacy: A Recipe for Entrepreneurship 

Description: The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Consulate in Kolkata (PAS Kolkata) 
seeks proposals for a project entitled “Food Diplomacy:  A Recipe for 
Entrepreneurship.” Under this project, PAS Kolkata will partner with a grantee to 
implement a two-day workshop with approximately 20-30 participants from Sri Lanka, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, and East India. Participants should be business professionals from 
the food industry who have a moderate to higher level of experience in the industry. The 
majority of the workshop will be led by 2-3 speakers/entrepreneurs from the United 
States who have significant expertise in food-based business and entrepreneurial 
ventures. 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304786
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304786
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304527
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304527


Due Date: July 9, 2018 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304873 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  Administration for Children and Families - ACYF/CB 

Program:  Strengthening Child Welfare Systems to Achieve Expected Child and 
Family Outcomes 

Description: When children are placed in out-of-home care (also called foster care), it 
is important that child welfare agencies find safe, permanent homes for them as quickly 
as possible. In many circumstances, children can be reunited with their families, but in 
some cases, children find homes with relatives or adoptive families. Child and Family 
Services Reviews (CFSRs) have consistently found that many child welfare systems 
need to improve their adoption work, as evidenced by their difficulty in achieving 
substantial conformity on permanency outcomes. The purpose of this funding 
opportunity is to award up to five 5-year cooperative agreements for the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of strategies that focus on better adoption outcomes by 
improving basic social work, legal, and judicial practice in order to eliminate systemic 
barriers to: adoption; preventing entry into foster care; and other forms of permanency.  

Due Date: July 18, 2018 

Funding: $1,610,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=298470 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  CDC - NCCDPHP 

Program:  Partner Actions to Improve Oral Health Outcomes 

Description: The Partner Actions to Improve Oral Health Outcomes program is a five-
year cooperative agreement to continue CDC investment in and support of oral health 
promotion and disease prevention programs. The purpose of this Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO) is to build the strength and effectiveness of state and territorial oral 
health programs to prevent and control oral diseases and related conditions. Partner 
Actions to Improve Oral Health Outcomes will have two components. Applicants may 
choose to apply for component 1 only, component 2 only, or both.  

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304873
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304873
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=298470
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=298470


Due Date: June 29, 2018 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=300295 

 

 

Agency: HHS 

  CDC - NCCDPHP  

Program: High Obesity Program 

Description: Obesity in the United States affects 78.6 million (35%) adults and 12.7 
million (17%) children and accounts for approximately $147 billion in annual health care 
costs. The burden of obesity and other chronic diseases negatively affects our nation's 
businesses, economy, and military readiness and is higher among certain racial/ethnic 
populations and geographical locations. This five-year program provides resources for 
land grant universities to leverage community extension services to implement 
evidence-based strategies that increase access to places that provide healthier foods 
and safe and accessible places for physical activity in counties with an adult obesity rate 
of over 40%. 

Due Date:  July 9, 2018 

Funding:  $1,200,000 

Website:  https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=303770 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  CDC - NCEH 

Program: Identifying Common and Unique Barriers to the Exchange of Hospital 
Inpatient and Emergency Department Data 

Description: In September 2000, the Pew Environmental Health Commission issued a 
report entitled America’s Environmental Health Gap: Why the Country Needs a 
Nationwide Health Tracking Network. In this report, the Commission documented that 
the existing environmental health systems were inadequate and fragmented and 
recommended a “Nationwide Health Tracking Network for disease and exposures.” In 
response to the report, Congress appropriated funds in the fiscal year 2002’s budget for 
the CDC to establish National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program and 
Tracking Network and has appropriated funds each year thereafter to continue this 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=300295
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=300295
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=303770
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effort. Environmental Public Health Tracking Network (Tracking Network) is the 
integrated surveillance of health, exposure, and hazard information and data from a 
variety of national, state, and local sources. The Tracking Network is unique in that it 
provides the United States with accurate and timely standardized data and supports 
ongoing efforts within the public health and environmental sectors to improve data 
collection, accessibility, and dissemination as well as analytic and response 
capacity. This program builds on the efforts to facilitate data sharing between states, 
improve data timeliness, and assist with the development of standards and principles to 
effectively administer and integrate public health data into the Tracking Network. 

Due Date: July 3, 2018 

Funding: $625,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=303023 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  CMS 

Program:  Minority Research Grant Program 

Description: The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Office of Minority Health is 
announcing the availability of funds under the Minority Research Grant Program to test 
promising solutions that close gaps in disparities research. The purpose of the Grant 
Program is to support researchers investigating systems-level solutions to social 
determinants of health issues that affect patient experiences and readmissions and 
ultimately health outcomes. The Grant Program will provide two grant opportunities to 
support researchers at 1) Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), 2) 
Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs), 3) Asian American and Native American Pacific 
Islander-Serving Institutions (AANAPISIs), or 4) Tribal Colleges and Universities 
(TCUs). It combines two previously available funding opportunities for Hispanic health 
researchers and HBCUs under one grant program and expands eligibility to include 
AANAPISIs and TCUs.  

Due Date: June 28, 2018 

Funding: $500,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304817 

 

Agency: HHS 

  NIH 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=303023
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=303023
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Program: Short-Term Research Education Program to Increase Diversity in Health-
Related Research (R25 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 

Description: The NIH Research Education Program (R25) supports research education 
activities in the mission areas of the NIH. The over-arching goal of this NHLBI R25 
program is to support educational activities that enhance the diversity of the biomedical, 
behavioral and clinical research workforce in the mission areas of importance to NHLBI. 
To accomplish the stated over-arching goal, this FOA will support creative educational 
activities with a primary focus on Research Experiences 

Due Date: May 6, 2021 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304532 

 

Agency: HHS 

  NIH 

Program: Undergraduate Summer Research Education in Kidney, Urologic, and 
Hematologic Diseases (R25 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 

Description: The NIH Research Education Program (R25) supports research education 
activities in the mission areas of the NIH. The over-arching goal of this NIDDK R25 
program is to support educational activities that help recruit individuals with specific 
specialty or disciplinary backgrounds to research careers in biomedical, behavioral and 
clinical sciences. To accomplish the stated over-arching goal, this FOA will support 
creative educational activities with a primary focus on Research Experiences. This FOA 
solicits applications to establish summer research institutes for qualified undergraduates 
to participate in summer research experiences relevant to the mission of the Division of 
Kidney, Urologic and Hematologic Diseases/NIDDK (NIDDK/DKUH). 

Due Date: Sept. 6, 2018 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304531 

 

Agency: HHS 

  NIH 

Program: BRAIN Initiative: Development and Validation of Novel Tools to Probe Cell-
Specific and Circuit-Specific Processes in the Brain (R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304532
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304532
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Description: The purpose of this Brain Research through Advancing Innovative 
Neurotechnologies (BRAIN) Initiative is to encourage applications that will develop and 
validate novel tools to facilitate the detailed analysis of complex circuits and provide 
insights into cellular interactions that underlie brain function. The new tools and 
technologies should inform and/or exploit cell-type and/or circuit-level specificity. Plans 
for validating the utility of the tool/technology will be an essential feature of a successful 
application. The development of new genetic and non-genetic tools for delivering genes, 
proteins and chemicals to cells of interest or approaches that are expected to target 
specific cell types and/or circuits in the nervous system with greater precision and 
sensitivity than currently established methods are encouraged. Tools that can be used 
in a number of species/model organisms rather than those restricted to a single species 
are highly desired. Applications that provide approaches that break through existing 
technical barriers to substantially improve current capabilities are highly encouraged. 

Due Date: Sept. 9, 2020  

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304679 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  NIH 

Program:  Comprehensive Partnerships to Advance Cancer Health Equity 
(CPACHE) (Collaborative U54 Clinical Trial Optional) 

Description: Partnerships to Advance Cancer Health Equity (CPACHE) Program. The 
CPACHE Program develops and maintains comprehensive, long-term, and mutually 
beneficial partnerships between institutions serving underserved health disparity 
population and underrepresented students (ISUPSs) and NCI-designated Cancer 
Centers (CCs). The program aims to achieve a stronger national cancer program and 
address challenges in cancer and cancer disparities research, education and outreach, 
as well as their impact on underserved populations. The institutions in each partnership 
are expected to work collaboratively to: 1) increase the cancer research and cancer 
research education capacity of the ISUPSs; 2) increase the number of students and 
investigators from underrepresented populations engaged in cancer research; 3) 
improve the effectiveness of CCs in developing and sustaining research programs 
focused on cancer health disparities and increase the number of investigators and 
students conducting cancer health disparities research; and 4) develop and implement 
cancer-related activities that benefit the surrounding underserved communities. 

Due Date: Jan. 9, 2020 

Funding: See announcement 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304679
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Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304474 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  NIH 

Program: Pilot and Feasibility Studies in Preparation for Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Prevention Trials (R34 Clinical Trial Optional) 

Description: This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) for R34 applications 
seeks to support: (a) pilot and/or feasibility testing of innovative new, revised, or 
adapted prevention intervention approaches to prevent or delay the initiation and onset 
of drug and alcohol use, the progression to misuse or problem use or alcohol and other 
substance use disorder, reduce drinking and driving and deaths related to impaired 
driving, and the drug- or alcohol-related acquisition or transmission of HIV infection and 
viral hepatitis among diverse populations and settings; and, (b) pre-trial feasibility and 
acceptability testing for prevention services and systems research. It is expected that 
research conducted via this R34 mechanism will consist of studies that are a pre-
requisite for preparing and submitting subsequent applications for larger scale drug or 
alcohol abuse prevention and/or drug- or alcohol-related HIV prevention intervention 
studies. This R34 FOA does not support applications for which the sole focus is 
development of intervention protocols, manuals, or the standardization of protocols. Any 
intervention development work must be imbedded within a pilot/feasibility study. Of 
particular interest is prevention research that addresses current public health priorities 
and priority settings and systems. 

Due Date: Jan. 7, 2021  

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304840 

 

Agency:       HHS 

  NIH 

Program: Novel Genomic Technology Development (R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 

Description: This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) seeks grant applications 
to develop major advances in genomic technologies. Advances in genomics and more 
broadly in biomedical research have been greatly facilitated by significant and sustained 
genomics technology throughput increases, cost decreases, and improvements in ease 
of use. The proposed technology development work should allow comprehensive 
genomic analysis of features not assayable today, or an increase of no less than an 
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order of magnitude improvement in an existing technology in terms of data quality, 
throughput, efficiency or comprehensiveness (individually or in combination). This FOA 
explicitly excludes the development of novel technologies for DNA sequencing and for 
direct RNA sequencing; those projects should respond to a parallel set of FOAs (RFA-
HG-18-001, RFA-HG-18-002, and RFA-HG-18-003). 

Due Date: Jan. 7, 2021 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304863 

 

Agency:  HHS 

    NIH 

Program:  Investigation of the Transmission of Kaposi Sarcoma-Associated 
Herpesvirus (KSHV) (R21 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 

Description: The purpose of the funding opportunity announcement (FOA) is to 
advance our understanding of the modes of transmission of Kaposi sarcoma-associated 
herpesvirus (KSHV), also called human herpesvirus-8 (HHV-8); the biology of the initial 
steps of infection; and risk factors for infection to inform efforts to prevent KSHV 
transmission and thus prevent Kaposi sarcoma (KS), KSHV-associated multicentric 
Castleman disease (MCD), primary effusion lymphoma (PEL), and other KSHV-induced 
diseases in populations living with HIV or at high risk of developing HIV. 

Due Date: Aug. 16, 2018 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304920 

 

Agency:  HHS 

  NIH 

Program:  International Research Collaboration on Drug Abuse and Addiction 
Research (R01 Clinical Trial Optional) 

Description: This Funding Opportunity Announcement encourages collaborative 
research applications on drug abuse and addiction that: 1. Take advantage of unusual 
opportunities that exist outside the United States to access talent, resources, 
populations, or environmental conditions in other countries that will speed scientific 
discovery 2. Describe how the research will significantly advance U.S. health sciences 
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3. Demonstrate specific relevance to the NIDA mission and objectives. To determine 
whether your research plan is relevant to the NIDA mission and objectives, review the 
NIDA Strategic Plan (https://www.drugabuse.gov/about-nida/2016-2020-nida-strategic-
plan). Where feasible, applications should address NIDAs international scientific priority 
areas (https://www.drugabuse.gov/international/research-priorities) 4. Include an 
investigator from a U.S. institution and a non-U.S. citizen partner living and working in 
another country. 

Due Date: May 7, 2021 

Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304867 

 

Agency: NSF 

Program: Smart and Autonomous Systems (S&AS) 

Description: To foster such intelligent systems, the S&AS program supports research 
in four main aspects of IPS: cognizant, taskable, adaptive, and ethical. Cognizant IPS 
exhibit high-level awareness of their own capabilities and limitations, anticipating 
potential failures and re-planning accordingly. Taskable IPS can interpret high-level, 
possibly vague, instructions, planning out and executing concrete actions that are 
dependent on the particular context in which the system is operating. Adaptive IPS can 
change their behaviors over time, learning from their own experiences and those of 
other entities, such as other IPS or humans, and from instruction or observation. 

Due Date: July 31, 2018 

Funding: Foundational projects are anticipated to range from $300,000 to $600,000 in 
total costs for up to three years. Integrative projects are anticipated to range from 
$500,000 to $1,000,000 in total costs for up to four years. 

Website: 
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18557/nsf18557.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT
.mc_ev=click 

 

Agency:  NSF 

Program:  EPSCoR Research Infrastructure Improvement Program Track1: (RII 
Track-1) 

Description: The Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
is designed to fulfill the mandate of the National Science Foundation (NSF) to promote 
scientific progress nationwide. A jurisdiction is eligible to participate in the NSF EPSCoR 
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Research Infrastructure Improvement Grant Program (RII) if their most recent 3-year 
level of NSF research support is equal to or less than 0.75% of the total NSF Research 
and Related Activities (R&RA) budget. (see RII eligibility). Through this program, NSF 
establishes partnerships with government, higher education, and industry that are 
designed to effect sustainable improvements in a jurisdiction's research infrastructure, 
Research and Development (R&D) capacity, and hence, its R&D competitiveness. 

Due Date: July 31, 2018 

Funding: RII Track-1 proposals may request up to $20 million total for 5 years. 

Website: 
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18558/nsf18558.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT
.mc_ev=click 

 

Agency: NSF 

Program:  NSF/FDA Scholar-in-Residence at FDA 

Description: The National Science Foundation (NSF), through the Directorate for 
Engineering, the Directorate of Computer and Information Science and Engineering 
Division of Computer and Network Systems, and the Directorate for Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences Division of Materials Research, along with the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), through its Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH), 
have established the NSF/FDA Scholar-in-Residence Program at FDA. This program 
comprises an interagency partnership for the investigation of scientific and engineering 
issues concerning emerging trends in medical device technology. This partnership is 
designed to enable investigators in science, engineering, and computer science to 
develop research collaborations within the intramural research environment at the FDA. 
This solicitation features three flexible mechanisms for support of research at the FDA: 
1) Principal Investigators at FDA; 2) Postdoctoral Researchers at FDA; and 3) Graduate 
Students at FDA. 

Due Date: Proposals Accepted Anytime 

Funding:  $750,000 

Website: 
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18556/nsf18556.htm?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&W
T.mc_ev=click 

 

Agency:  USAID 

Program: Nutrition Innovations in Complex Environments 
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Description: The United States Agency for International Development is issuing this 
Broad Agency Announcement to seek participants to co-create, co-design, co-invest, 
and collaborate on research and development innovations to prevent and treat nutrition 
vulnerabilities in complex environments. This BAA and any subsequent Addenda will 
allow co-creation and co-design to the maximum extent to create high-quality, effective 
partnerships with great efficiency in time and resources. USAID will invite selected 
organizations to co-create research and development solutions to the Problem and 
Challenge Statements, including those organizations that have ideas, expertise, 
resources, and/or funding to add to potential solutions. 

Due Date: May 2, 2019 

Funding: $2,000,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304682 

 

Agency:  USDA 

  Office of Trade Programs 

Program:  2019 Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops 

Description: The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announces that it is inviting 
proposals for the 2019 Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops (TASC) program. The 
TASC program is administered by personnel of the Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS)   on behalf of CCC. The intended effect of this notice is to solicit proposals 
from the U.S. private sector and government agencies for fiscal year 2019 and to set 
out the criteria for the awarding of funds under the program. Future announcements of 
funding availability for the TASC program will be made through the Grants.gov website. 

Due Date: June 8, 2018 

Funding: $500,000 

Website: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=304908\ 
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