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Environmental Center News 
 2012-13 Environmental Center Seed Grants 

Seed grants for up to $4,000 are available to faculty or teams of UNF 
personnel that include at least one tenure-track faculty member. The grants 
are intended to facilitate the creation or maintenance of multidisciplinary 
projects related to environmental teaching and research. Seed-grant funds 
may be used for faculty stipends, OPS wages for students and allowable 
materials/expenses directly related to proposed projects 
 

 Free Recycling Bins and Reusable Shopping Bags 
In its ongoing effort to decrease the environmental footprint of our campus, 
the Environmental Center will be giving out free cardboard recycling bins 
and reusable shopping bags to students. Pleas come visit our office in 
building 1, room 2200 to pick up your bin and bag today.  
 

 2012 State of the St. Johns River Report 
The 2012 St. Johns River Report was recently released and is available at 
www.SJRreport.com. The St. Johns River Report is a collaborative effort of 
academic researchers from Jacksonville University, the University of North 
Florida and Valdosta State University. The purpose of the project was to 
review various previously collected data and literature about the river and to 
place it into a format that was informative and readable to the general public. 
A short 2-page brochure provides a brief summary of the status and trends of 
each item or indicator (i.e. water quality, fisheries, etc.) looked at for the 
river and is available at the Environmental Center office in building 1, room 
2200. 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 Help Promote Environmental Awareness at UNF 

The Environmental Center is currently looking student volunteers interested 
in helping promote environmental awareness at UNF. We need students to 
table at Market Days on Wednesday’s and/or at the residence halls 
(days/times will vary). We also need creative ideas on how to promote 
environmental awareness, so please contact us with your great ideas! 
 
Please contact James Taylor (tayj0016@unf.edu) for more information. 
 

 National Planting Day September 8, 2012 
National Planting Day celebrates the value and power of native species in 



restoring ecological balance to the environment, while creating greener, 
more beautiful communities.  
 
**If you are interested in volunteering for National Planting Day, please 
pre-register with James Taylor (tayj0016@unf.edu) by September 5, 
2012. 
 

 International Coastal Cleanup: Saturday September 15, 2012 
Volunteers are needed to help clean up the Duval County beaches and river 
front areas. Volunteers do not need to pre-register for this event. Please see 
the attachment more details and a complete list of cleanup sites.  
 
 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
 Garbage on the Green: Wednesday October 24, 2012 

Garbage on the Green is annual trash and recycling audit that takes an 
evaluative look at what we throw away at UNF. During the event volunteers 
will get down and dirty sorting, measuring and cataloguing a 24-hour sample 
of the waste generated on campus. The results from Garbage on the Green 
are used to improve recycling on campus. In addition to the waste audit, 
there will be an early morning campus clean up, free t-shirts and free food. 
 
Please contact Abdub Jirmo (ajirmo@gmail.com) for volunteer 
information.  

 
Employment & Internship Opportunities 
 Available Internship with Natural Resource Investment Group  

Natural Resource Investment Group is a third-party off-site wetland 
mitigation provider and, as such, we conduct large and small-scale wetland 
and upland restoration and enhancement projects. The hired intern will be 
performing field tasks including monitoring of elevation and grade levels 
within a wetland restoration site during construction, planting of wetland 
trees and herbaceous plants, assistance with restoration of hydrology within 
a forested wetland and monitoring all aspects of progress of these ecosystem 
restoration efforts.  It is our intention to pay the intern $10 an hour for the 
aforementioned work efforts.  In addition, as these communities re-evolve 
many exciting changes occur creating opportunities for independent 
(unpaid) study, assessment and learning.  The intern will be provided with 
professional guidance and allowed access to the sites for this purpose, if 
desired.  It is our intention that this opportunity provide a student with real 
world experience and responsibilities to augment their academic experience 
at the University. 
 



If you are interested in this internship, please submit a cover letter and 
resume (be sure to include one academic reference) to James Taylor 
(tayj0016@unf.edu) by August 31, 2012. 
 
 


