
Dr. Andrew A .. Robinson, Jr. 

Dr. Andrew Adolphus Robinson Jr. , one of 
Florida's mo~t beloved and respected educators, 

W.!S the son of the late Andrew A. and Gladys A. 
Robinson. Born in Jacksonville, a product of the local 
public schools and a lifel.ong resident , Dr. Robinson 
began a career in education here that spanned four 
decades. lnitially, he taught science in a local jun.ior 
high school, but rose through the educational ranks to 
render distinguished service to education throughout 
tl1e state and nation. 

He was the first principal of William Raines 
Senior High School, and as a Duval school ad
ministrator, developed the in-service training program 
for faculty desegregation which is credited with the 
srnoo.th operution of county schools during the tur
bulent period of school desegregation in the late 
1960s. 

In 1970, Dr. Robinson joined the Universi ty of 
North Florida planning staff as assistant dean of 
faculties and associate professor of education. He rose 
steadily through the institutional ranks, serving as 
assistant dean, then dean, of the College of Education 
and Human Services. In 1980, he was appointed by 
the Florida Board of Regents as interim president of 
the University, a position be held two years. 

In 1982, he was appointed by the BOR as di rec tor 
of the F!or.ida Institute of Education and consented to 
resume duties as dean of the Co.llege of Education 
and Human Services. It was in th is lat ter capacity 
that he led his li.tculty and staff through the arduous 
accreditation process which resulted in the full ac
creditation of teacher education programs by the Na
tional Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Col
leges last year. 

Two legacies memorialize Dr. Robinson at UNF. 
The University's first fully funded $1 million Em inent 
Scholar Chair in Educational Policy and Economic 
Development was named in his honor by donor 
Frederick Schultz last year. Also, the 1987 Florida 
Leg islature authori7.ed the UNF student center to be 
named the Andrew A. Robinson , Jr., Student Life 
Center. 

A distingu.ished civic and c.-'on1munity leader, Dr. 
Robinson s ·'rved on nmnemus boards and commis
sions. notably the Jacksonville Transportation Aurhor
.iry, the JacksonviHe Housing Authority, the Jackson
ville Community Relations Commission , and as 1987 
chairman of the Jacksonvil le Bmnch, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Atlanta. 

A graduate of Florida A&M University, Dr. 
Robinson earned his master's and doctor of education 
degrees from Columbia University. 

A memorial scholarship fund has been established 
at UNF in Dr. Robinson's memory. Contributions 
designated for the Andrew A. Robinson, Jr. , 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund should be sent 
to the University of North Florida Foundation, Inc. 
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Special Guests 

A Reception for Ceremony Participants 
and Guests will immediately follow 

on the University Green 

Special thanks to 
Batson-Cook of Florida, Inc. 
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Marriott Corporation 
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for assisting with the reception 


