
Social Welfare Practicum 

Gateway: Apprenticeships & Internships 

 
 

Activity:  Students in the Social Welfare program complete 150 hours of service with one of 40 

local social services providers during their Community Agency Practicum (SOW 4511).   

  

Alignment:  The 150 hour experience provides students opportunities to apply generalist field 

knowledge and skills in a variety of social services settings (course outcome) and use 
professional interpersonal communication skills with diverse clients (CBTL outcome: 
intercultural competence). 

  

Assignment:  Students enrolled in SOW 4511 also take the Practicum Seminar (SOW 4510), 

which requires that they self-assess their ability to apply the knowledge and skills they've 

acquired in the classroom to real world settings, examine personal values and biases as they 
impact interactions with clients and co-workers, and apply critical thinking and problem-

solving skills to experiences and ethical dilemmas encountered in the practice setting. 

 

  

Many students look forward to obtaining an apprenticeship or internship towards the end of 
their studies at UNF. For students in the Social Welfare Program, a large component of their 

program is the Community Agency Practicum. The practicum allows students to experience the 

social welfare system and social services profession first-hand in a designated community-

based social services agency. Students in the Social Welfare Program participate in this two-

course apprenticeship during their last semester at UNF.  

 
Dr. Jennifer Spaulding-Givens, Director of the Social Welfare Program, loves that the 

apprenticeship program builds the education and professional socialization of her students. 

The teaching faculty note the many benefits of having their students out in a community 

setting. During their apprenticeship, students are able to apply the knowledge and skills 

they've learned as a student, adopt professional behaviors appropriate for their line of work, 
assist with the provision of a variety of social services to diverse populations and receive 

ongoing feedback from instructors and supervisors.   

 

During the Social Welfare Practicum (SOW 4511), students choose to join one of 40 structured 

and supervised social welfare agencies based on the agency type (public, private, for-profit, not-

for-profit, government, faith-based),  practice area (corrections, mental health, health care, 
developmental disabilities, child welfare, victim advocacy, chemical dependency, or 

gerontology), age group (children, adolescents, adults, elderly), and/or service area (Baker, 

Clay, Duval, Nassau, St. Johns) to assist with the day-to-day services that agency offers. While 

they serve as apprentices, they're able to engage in self-assessment and introspection, and 

examine personal values and biases in a Practicum Seminar course (SOW 4510). Together, 
these two courses ensure a successful transition from social welfare student to social welfare 

professional. 

 

http://www.unf.edu/uploadedFiles/aa/coas/soc-anth/Placement%20Directory11%2011.pdf
http://www.unf.edu/uploadedFiles/aa/coas/soc-anth/Placement%20Directory11%2011.pdf

