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The benefits of the home-base model have been enormous for the School of Nursing.  Not only 
has understanding of basic medical skills increased since beginning the community-based 
component, but it has also changed students’ perspectives about cultural differences.  As 
nurses, they will come in constant contact with community members, and many won’t come 
from the same background as themselves. These community experiences help prepare students 
for their future careers.  The students are required to journal about their interactions and 
experiences.  The level of thought and openness of the students is one thing that keeps faculty 
coming back to teach these community-based courses.  An added benefit has also been for the 
faculty who have found numerous opportunities for community-based research and 
publication. Currently, faculty members are working to create an assessment tool to determine 
their impact in the community.  Though they see their impact constantly, they’re now looking 
for ways to measure and evaluate it.   


