
Community Based Undergraduate Research Partnerships 
Community Research Application Guide 

Application 
Topics 

Clarifying Questions Examples Helpful Tips 

Research 
Question(s) 
 
(References 
Q.1) 

What questions do you 
have about your chosen 
topic? 
 
What should the 
research focus on? 

1. “How can food pantries aid in 
the reduction of obesity-related 
health concerns?  What 
recommendations can our food 
pantry implement?” 
 
2. “Is there a correlation between 
our after school programming and 
the participating students’ grades, 
behavior and retention rates?” 
 
3. “Are we marketing to the 
correct audience? How far is our 
reach?” 

Research questions 
should be realistic 
given the time frame 
(approximately 6 
months to 1 year) and 
skill level of the 
student researcher 
(undergraduate). 
 
Character Max: 500 

Research 
Objectives 
 
(References 
Q.2) 

Why do you want this 
research performed?  
 
What is your purpose 
for asking the research 
question? 
 
What will you do with 
the results? 

Using the question 1 above, 
example objectives could include:  

• “To improve our food 
pantry services 

• To make the case for 
funding and donations for 
healthier food options for 
our clients 

• To influence/change food 
stamp legislation” 

Either a narrative or 
bullet-point list is 
sufficient here.  
 
Character Max: 800 

Organization/ 
Community 
Benefits 
 
(References 
Q.3) 

How will the results 
impact your 
organization?  
 
How will the results 
impact the community?  
 
What makes this a 
worthwhile project for 
your administration, 
clients or general 
public? 
 
How might the research 
findings be 
disseminated? 

Using the question 2 above, 
example benefits could include:  
 
“If the results show a significant 
correlation, our organization will 
be able to solicit additional 
funding for our program in an 
effort to reach more students. We 
will also present our model as best 
practice for other Florida counties 
to adapt. Our end goal is to help 
Florida students successfully 
graduate from high school.  If the 
results show no correlation, we 
will need to reformat our after 
school program or will 
disassemble it in order to focus 
our resources and time on our 
other programming.”   

Projects that benefit 
not only the 
organization, but the 
greater community will 
receive priority in the 
selection process. 
Either a narrative or 
bullet-point list is 
sufficient here. 
 
Character Max: 1000  
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Topics 

Questions Examples Helpful Tips 

Research 
Methods 
 
(References 
Q.5) 

Do you have any specific 
research methods that 
must be utilized?  
 
Have you seen/done this 
research using a specific 
format in the past?  

Examples of potential research 
methods: 

• Data Mining 
• Data Analysis 
• Quantitative Research 
• Case Studies 
• Biological 

Experimentation 
• Population Sampling 
• Etc.  

If unknown or you’re 
open to the student 
selecting the best 
methodology, please 
indicate that on the 
application.  Please 
provide a detailed 
explanation of any 
human/animal subject 
research.  
 
Character Max: 800 
(combined with 
deliverables) 

Research 
Deliverables 
 
(References 
Q.5) 

What format(s) would 
you like to receive the 
final information in?  
 
How should the research 
material be presented?  

Examples of potential 
deliverables: 

• Literature Review 
• Informational Brochure 
• Program Evaluation  
• Recommendations 
• Needs Assessment 
• Asset Assessment 
• Curriculum 

Development  
• White Paper 
• Executive Summary 
• Collection of Best 

Practices 
• List of Works Cited 
• Etc.  

There should be at least 
one primary deliverable. 
When deciding what 
your organization needs 
as a result of this 
research, please keep in 
mind the timeline and 
scope of the project.  
 
Character Max: 800   
(combined with 
methods) 

Researcher 
Qualifications 
 
(References 
Q.6) 

What skills or abilities 
must someone working 
on this project possess?  
 
Are there organizational, 
local, state or federal 
policies they must abide 
by or licensing they must 
obtain? 

Examples of potential 
qualifications/requirements: 

• Background Checks 
• Prior experience with 

data analysis 
• Prior experience in 

research methodology 
• Knowledge of a 

particular population or 
issue 

• Familiarity with 
databases 

• Access to 
Transportation 

• Specific Availability 

Please keep in mind that 
these will be 
undergraduate student 
researchers. While every 
effort is made to ensure 
that strongly qualified 
and capable students 
are selected, there may 
be some project scopes 
beyond their ability 
levels. Only the most 
necessary qualifications 
should be listed here.  
 
Character Max: 500 
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Topics 

Questions Examples Helpful Tips 

Logistics 
 
(References 
Q.7) 

What should the student 
researcher expect as far 
as a timeline, location of 
research, etc?  

Using any of the questions 
above, examples of logistical 
information could include: 
 
“A portion of the research 
requires data analysis using a 
national database. A computer 
with access to the database will 
be available for use by the 
student researcher at our 
downtown location.” 
 
“We are evaluating all of our 
programming prior to the 
creation of our 2015-2020 
strategic plan; thus, the 
information would be helpful to 
have no later than July 2014.” 

Character Max: 800 

Orientation 
 
(References 
Q.8) 

Will training be provided 
to the student?  

Using any of the questions 
above, examples of trainings 
could include: 
 
“The student researcher will be 
expected to attend a 3-hour 
training on our program 
offerings as well as a day-long 
research ethics workshop. The 
community advisor will also be 
readily available to provide any 
needed context for relevant 
community issues.” 

Not all students 
interested in your 
research project will be 
familiar with the 
services your 
organization provides 
and they may require 
some context for the 
research. For instance, if 
you work for a homeless 
shelter and are looking 
for data analysis, a 
student might be 
interested in your 
project because it 
involves data mining, 
but they may not 
understand data issues 
that arise as a result of 
working with homeless 
populations.   
 
Character Max: 600 
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