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Setting the Stage
with Grading Plans

Discussion
•
•
•
•
•

Grading Philosophy
Planning for the Inevitable
Unique Challenges
Validity of Grades
End of the Term
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Grading Philosophy
Grading and Assessment Presentation
Adam Carle (2007)

• The process of grading requires decisions
grounded in a value system
• What is a Grading Philosophy?
– An set of values specified in advance and
associated with the planning, use, and assigning
of grade policies

• Are
A these
h
d
decisions
i i
made:
d
– before teaching?
– before evaluating?
– before assigning?

Grades as Symbols
• Grades Communicate
• Grades have Meaning
• What does an “F” mean?
– Lack of knowledge?
– Least knowledge within class?
– Unable to meet lowest level
of work in the curriculum?
– No effort?
– Has not tried to learn?
– Has not learned much in semester?
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What does and “A”
Mean in your class?

Achievement vs. Effort
• Effort and achievement NOT
i d
independent.
d t
• A Single grade cannot
describe both
unambiguously.

3

9/29/2010

Some Questions to Ask?
• What performance elements should the
grade include?
• Are all performance elements weighted
equally?
• Should incremental performance affect
grade or only final performance?
• What if all students receive an A? a C?
an F?
• What about borderline cases?
Extra Credit?

When Things Go Wrong
• What if students don’t…
• Grade Validity
– Does the assigned grade reflect the intended
meaning?
– Is it possible to pass the course and not
achieve yyour stated minimum standards?
– Do assigned grades reflect student learning?
or student achievement? or intelligence?
– Are your grades valid?
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Planning for the Inevitable

Withdrawals and Return of
Title IV Aid
Students who receive Federal Financial Aid (Title IV)
and withdraw (either officially or unofficially) from
ALL classes before completing more than 60 % of the
semester must repay any unearned federal monies
that were disbursed. If you have completed more
than 60 % of the term
term, you can be said to have earned
all (100 %) of your assistance.
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Withdrawals and Return of
Title IV Aid

Complete Withdrawals

• The withdrawal date will be the date the student began UNF’s
UNF s official
withdrawal process.

Unofficial Withdrawals
• If a student stops attending without officially withdrawing, the last
documented date of attendance will be the withdrawal date.
• If a student receives all Fs for a term, and the student’s professors indicate
that the student did not attend more than 60 % of the term, the student is
required to repay the “unearned” portion of the federal aid.
• If the student received all Fs and never attended, the
student is required to pay back the full amount.

Final Grades
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Change of Grade

Incomplete Grade Tracking
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Incomplete Grade Tracking

Final Thoughts?
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