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Criteria for Critical Thinking Assignments 
 

Faculty should design critical thinking assignments with the following criteria in 
mind. Assignments must meet all four criteria to be considered “standard.” 

 
 

1. Critical thinking assignments should address fundamental & powerful 
concepts and should be substantive and meaningful.  

 
List the fundamental and powerful concepts addressed in the assignment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Critical thinking assignments should require students to use appropriate 
cognitive skills.  

 
Using the attached checklist of critical thinking skills and abilities, identify 
those skills that are required to complete the assignment. 

 
 
 
3. Critical thinking assignments should hold students’ thinking to intellectual 

standards. 
 

List the intellectual standards relevant to the assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Critical thinking assignments should ask questions requiring reasoned 
judgment within conflicting systems or complex questions requiring evidence 
and reasoning within one system. 

 
List the assignment question(s). 


