
Center for Instruction and Research Technology 
University of North Florida



AgendaAg
• About SafeAssignAbout SafeAssign
• SafeAssignments

– Create
– View
– Grade

• Direct Submit
• Originality Reports
• Copy SafeAssignments
• Make SafeAssign Available

Center for Instruction and Research Technology 
University of North Florida



AboutAb t

• SafeAssign detects unoriginal content inSafeAssign detects unoriginal content in 
student papers, using a text-matching 
algorithm thatalgorithm that 
claims to detect 
exact andexact and 
inexact matching 
between a paperbetween a paper 
and source 
material
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AboutAb t

• SafeAssignments let students submitSafeAssignments let students submit 
papers to Blackboard which are checked 
against several databases of sourceagainst several databases of source 
material.

• DirectSubmit allows instructors to upload• DirectSubmit allows instructors to upload 
files for checking without student 
involvementinvolvement.
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AboutAb t

Supported File Types in SafeAssign:Supported File Types in SafeAssign:

• SafeAssignments: Microsoft Word ( doc)• SafeAssignments: Microsoft Word (.doc), 
.txt, .rtf, .html, and .pdf

• Direct Submit: .zip, .doc, .docx, .odt, .txt, 
df tf d ht l.pdf, .rtf, and .html
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AboutAb t

• Submissions are checked against theSubmissions are checked against the 
Internet, the ProQuest ABI/Inform 
database an institutional documentdatabase, an institutional document 
archive, and a global reference database.
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AboutAb t
Institutional Release Statement:
• Please note that material submitted for this 

assignment will be screened by Blackboard's 
SafeAssign feature against a variety of databases. 
The purpose of this feature is to minimize plagiarism 
and to help educate students about the proper citation 
of any borrowed content. As part of the submission 

ill l h th t it t lprocess, you will also have the opportunity to leave a 
copy of your work within the SafeAssign Global 
Reference Database, which helps to protect the 
originality of your work across institutions This step isoriginality of your work across institutions. This step is 
wholly voluntary and you may choose not to 
participate in this part of the submission process. 
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Create 
S f A i tSafeAssignments

• Create SafeAssignmentsCreate SafeAssignments
to allow students to submit 
a file to Blackboard fora file to Blackboard for 
review by SafeAssign. 

• The submission process is• The submission process is 
similar to the Assignment 
submission process insubmission process in 
Blackboard.
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View SafeAssign
S b i iSubmissions

• Instructors are able to viewInstructors are able to view 
– the text of a student 

submissionsubmission
– the original file
– the percentage of the– the percentage of the 

submission that 
matches sources

– the Originality Report
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Grade 
S f A i tSafeAssignments

• SafeAssignments are integrated into theSafeAssignments are integrated into the 
Gradebook and may be accessed and 
graded directly from the Gradebook likegraded directly from the Gradebook like 
other Assignments. 

• SafeAssignments are not automatically• SafeAssignments are not automatically 
graded; like existing manually graded 
Assignments they will display with a ‘!’Assignments they will display with a !  
indicating action required by the instructor.
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Direct Submitr t S b t

• Submission Options: Submit as Draft: ASubmission Options: Submit as Draft: A 
report is generated but the paper is not 
added to the institutional database and will 
not be used to check other papers 

• Skip Plagiarism Checking: Adds a paper toSkip Plagiarism Checking: Adds a paper to 
the institutional database without checking for 
content copied from other sources. Use to p
upload papers from an earlier course (to 
ensure that students are not reusing work)
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Originality Reportsg ty p ts

• detail the percentage of adetail the percentage of a 
submitted paper that 
matches existing sources g

• show the suspected 
sources of each section 
that returns a match 

• Instructors may remove y
matching sources from the 
report and process it again
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Originality Reportsg ty p ts

Note: because SafeAssign identifies allNote: because SafeAssign identifies all 
matching blocks of text, it is important to 
read the report carefully and investigateread the report carefully and investigate 
whether or not the block of text is properly 
attributedattributed
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Copy 
S f A i tSafeAssignments

• After performing a course copy or movingAfter performing a course copy or moving 
an individual SafeAssignment to another 
course, an additional step is needed to p
activate the SafeAssignment in the new 
course.

• Synchronize this course establishes the 
link between the SafeAssignment

d th C t l S f A iand the Central SafeAssign
server
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Make Safe Assign 
A il blAvailable

SafeAssign is unavailable by default in mostSafeAssign is unavailable by default in most 
courses:

• Make the SafeAssign• Make the SafeAssign
Building Block available

• Make the SafeAssignment
C t t T il blContent Type available
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