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What is a Newsreader?

• AKA Aggregator 
• Tool used to combine, manage, and read several news 

feeds



What is a News Feed?

• Way for publishers to post new or updated 
information where it can be subscribed to by an 
audience.

• Based on XML
– RSS or ATOM

• Viewed with a reader or aggregator



Benefits For You

• Feed Readers make it easy to collect information 
from several websites and display them in one place

• Feed items allow for quick review of articles
• Can be used to stay up-to-date on software releases, 

or even plane ticket prices. 
• Readers for UMDs and PDAs
• Many readers have tags and/or rating for items



Instructional Uses

• Student Engagement
– Self-determination (Deci & Ryan, 1985)
– Academic Intrinsic Motivation

• Participation Through Curiosity
• Desire to Complete a Task
• Desire to Contribute
• Interaction with the Environment

• Examples:
– Wall Street Journal
– New York Times



Drawbacks

• Feed items are taken out of context, and may not 
contain images, or view comments.

• Some feeds are overwhelming with > 500 posts a day
• Feed headlines can be misleading



Software

• Web-based software
– Google Reader
– iGoogle
– Bloglines
– MyYahoo

• Desktop software
– RSS Owl
– NewsGator
– Browsers

• Live Bookmarks

http://www.google.com/ig?hl=en
http://www.bloglines.com/
http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.rssowl.org/
http://www.newsgator.com/


Finding feeds

• Not just for “News”
– Social Internet (Blogs, MySpace, del.icio.us, wikipedia, YouTube)
– Institutions, Corporations, Centers, etc…
– Sports

• Look for the icons:
• Look for the text: RSS, FEED, ATOM, RDF

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Feed-icon.svg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nba.com/media/exclusives/xml_icon_110.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.nba.com/raptors/news/rss.html&h=43&w=110&sz=3&hl=en&start=4&sig2=4WbkBqncwUtNZsr0vd0Wgg&um=1&tbnid=U8-p2tul62nL2M:&tbnh=33&tbnw=85&ei=frQsR4WiE4qIiQG8yu2tCg&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dxml%2Bicon%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3DGGLR,GGLR:2006-32,GGLR:en%26sa%3DN
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/index.opml


Subscribing I

• Copy the URL of the feed



Subscribing II

• Paste into subscribe area of reader



Adding Feeds to Blackboard

• Feedburner – an online tool that lets you add 
functionality to feeds, including a process for adding 
them to webpages.

http://feedburner.google.com/


Advanced RSS

• Google News RSS builder • MyYahoo Pipes

http://news.google.com/
http://pipes.yahoo.com/


Some Advice from the Classroom

• Make the news items part of the course assignments

• Discuss the items in class

• Add comments to news items to provide context for 
the class

• Allow students to review, summarize, and interpret 
the items as they relate to course topics

• Provide quick feedback on assignments



Questions?
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