
LIT 6047 Studies in Drama: Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality  
in the Dramatic Literature of the United States 

    Summer B 12:40-4:10 
Plays are not only works of art but 
powerful social commentaries.   
Moreover, because they are also scripts 
that are only fully realized in 
performance, they have particular 
relevance to questions of identity. 
This course will examine social 
constructs of race/ethnicity, class, 
and gender through the reading of plays 
that reflect diverse cultural perspectives 
on U.S. history and lifestyles. We will 
examine the strategies playwrights 
use to describe their perspectives on 
American life, through their 
treatment of such common themes as 
the American Dream, the meaning of home, 
growing up, and the importance family.  In 
addition to reading, writing, and 
discussion, we will act out scenes.   

 
     
INDIAN RADIO DAYS, LeAnn Howe and Roxy Gordon 

                         
Scene presentations will require approximately 6-7 hours of group rehearsal outside of 
class. No previous theatrical training or experience is required.  I will simply ask you to 
put yourself in someone else’s shoes. Playing roles and witnessing them, like telling 
family stories, is an act of self-definition.  As we bring these plays to life, we shall ask 
ourselves such questions as:  

·  What role do the categories of race, class, gender and sexuality play in shaping 
our American experience?  

·  Are we all the same, universally human, or does difference make a difference? 
·  What about groups in the United States who consider themselves denigrated or 

just plain invisible?  
·  Is ideology an important factor in shaping one’s identity?  And what is ideology 

anyway?   
·  What effect do stereotypes have on a person’s sense of self? 
·  What is the relationship between dramatic performance and cultural identity?  
·  Who am I in my world? And what do I mean by my world? 

 
Readings will include plays by Eve Ensler, Paula Vogel, August Wilson, Douglas Turner 
Ward, Luis Valdez, Federico Fraguada, Wakoko Yamouchi and others. 
INFORMATION: Dr Pam Monteleone at pmontele@unf.edu; 704-3207.   
 


